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Be happy, be healthy, long life
And if our good fortune never comes
Here’s to whatever comes
Drink, l’chaim, to life

 The above lyrics from the score of “To 
Life” from Fiddler on the Roof captures 
the psyche of the Jewish people. It is a 
motivator that has been a contributor to our 
ability to survive unbelievable oppression, 
degradation, and subjugation.
 We view life as a gift with which to 
make the world a better place. We have not 
been created to be masters of others, nor 
do we see the purpose of the existence of 
mankind to forcefully impose one culture 
on others.
 This is and has not been true of others. 
Unlike the population of many lands who, 
when conquered, assumed the essence of 
the conquering power and surrendered their 
identity and character, the Jews did not do 

this. But our ancestors paid an enormous 
price to remain true to their beliefs. 
Our history is replete with hundreds of 
examples of death, poverty, and dislocation 
to remain true to our covenant. 
 So it is difficult for us to understand 
others who believe that they have and 
represent the “Truth.” It was this concept 
that fostered their conviction that there 
was one true religion, which was the one 
of the majority being governed. Part of the 
creed of those in power, therefore, was the 
responsibility to impose this “Truth” — by 
force if necessary — to save the souls of 
the population.
 Probably the best, but not the only, 
example known to us today is what is 
referred to as the Spanish Inquisition, 
started in 1478. Antithetical to the motto 
of the state of New Hampshire, “Live 
Free or Die,” the theme of this could have 
been, “Convert or Die.” This misdirected 
attempt to make a practical application of 
the biblical phrase “the truth will set you 
free” had a torturous, deadly result on 
many humans, which certainly could not 
have been the intent of the passage.
 Justification for persecution has not 
always hidden behind the mask of religious 
purification. As with Hitler, invective 

distortions were purposely espoused to 
serve as justification of social problems.
 Sadly, a cataloguing of the events in 
which the Jews were persecuted would 
cover many pages. But none of this vitriol 
was intended to celebrate life.
 After all of this time, nothing has 
changed. Here we are, for the first time in 
more than 2,00 years, a Jewish state exists, 
yet on its doorstep are those who rejoice 
in death, not only for the citizens of Israel 
but also for their own flesh and blood. It is 
strange that people with what they feel is 
a just and, in many cases, divine duty opt 
to resort to death as a vehicle to attempt 
to impose their mores for life. In an article 
by Bernard Lewis, he comments that “For 
some religions, just as ‘civilization’ means 
us, and the rest are barbarians, so ‘religion’ 
means ours, and the rest are infidels.”
 The culture of the societies of Israel’s 
neighbors has evolved from different 
civilization and norms than those of the 
Israelis. How does a nation primarily 
inhabited by people whose byword is 
l’chaim, to life, reach reconcilement 
with a radical segment of antagonist who 
celebrate, praise, and financially reward 
people who blow themselves up so as to 
inflict death, pain, and suffering on non-
combatants?
 In an article in the June 4, 2010, issue 
of The Jewish News of Northern California, 
Rabbi Larry Raphael writes about thoughts 
and passages from books written by Rachel 
Naomi Remen, M.D., Clinical Professor of 
Family and Community Medicine at UCSF 
School of Medicine. In one of her books 
she recalled that her grandfather told her, 
“No matter what difficulty life brings, no 
matter how hard or painful or unfair life is, 
life is holy and worthy of celebration. Even 
the wine is sweet to remind us that life 
itself is a blessing.” His article continues 
with these words from Dr. Reme. “As 
I’ve grown older, it seems less and less 
about celebrating life, and more about the 
wisdom of choosing life.”
 “I have set before you life and death, 
blessing and curse. And you shall choose 
life, so that you and your children may 
live.” —Deuteronomy 30:19

ENDLESS SUMMER. Enjoying a 
summer day at Atlanta’s Lakewood 
Park in this circa 1920 photograph 
are Simon Scher, (front, from left) 
Napoleon (Poley) Kauffman, and 
Joseph Lazarus; (middle) Isadore 
Rippa, Louis Whiteman, unidentified, 
and Benjamin Perloff; and (back) 
Isadore Segal and Samuel Scher, 
residents of the Hebrew Orphans’ 
Home. (photo: Cuba Family Archives 
for Southern Jewish History at The 
Breman Museum, courtesy of Simon 
Scher Family Papers). Cover art by 
David Schendowich.
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What’s
HAPPENING

50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE SIX-DAY 
WAR. One of the best known, most iconic 
photos in history is of the three Israeli 
paratroopers standing and gazing, seemingly 
in awe, at the newly liberated Western Wall, 
during the June 1967 Six-Day War.
 On June12, at The Temple, an overflow 
crowd of some 250 guests saw those three 
soldiers—Zion Karasanti, Dr. Yitzhak Yifat, 
and Chaim Oshri—in person, at a riveting 
and moving reception and presentation 
sponsored by the Friends of the Israel 
Defense Forces (FIDF).
 The evening included a beautiful 
commemoration of the victory over a 
coalition of Arab states half a century ago; 
a presentation by FIDF board members 
Ben Levy and Garry Sobel; and a panel 
discussion moderated and translated by 
Atlantan Eran Mordel, who served as a staff 
sergeant in the 202nd Paratrooper Brigade, 
guided the Israel Defense Forces (IDF) 
soldiers in describing the events, emotions, 
and atmosphere of that perilous time 50 
years ago.
 Dr. Yifat, the fresh-faced soldier in the 
middle of the photograph, his helmet in his 
hands, became an OB/GYN. He observed 
that his troops were diverted to Jerusalem 
in a last-minute change of plans, and, after 
fierce fighting, ended up at the Western 
Wall, Judaism’s most sacred site, famously 
frozen forever in that moment in history by 
photographer David Rubinger.
 A few minutes after the area was taken, 
as recounted by chemist Chaim Oshri, three 
generals showed up, including Minister of 
Defense Moshe Dayan, who commanded 
the troops who captured East Jerusalem 
during the combat of June 5-7; and Chief 
of the General Staff Yitzhak Rabin, who 
oversaw the general war planning and later 
served as Israeli Prime Minister. Dayan 

placed a note in the wall, rejoicing that the 
site would always remain Jewish. Removed 
and read by the two other generals, it stated, 
“forever, forever, forever. We’re not going 
to return Jerusalem. We’re not going to 
return the Temple Mount. We’re not going 
to return the Western Wall from our hands.”
 Earlier, Dr. Yifat told us how he felt at 
that moment: “I could hardly comprehend 
it, I just knew I had come out alive…. There 
was no time to think or worry. We had a job 
to do for our country, for Israel. We had to 
save Jerusalem.”
 Commanding an IDF anti-terrorist 
unit at age 19 as a military police sergeant, 
Emma Browne, raised in Warwickshire, 
England, was not in that war, but she has 
quite a connection to it. She recounted 
eloquently how her grandfather, Eli Regev, 
barely survived during the battle for 
Jerusalem, avoiding death only because 
Jordanian soldiers ran out of ammunition 
after shooting the two soldiers with him. 
After his unit of paratroopers was ordered 
“to run like lions” into Jerusalem, where 
fierce fighting ensued, he ended up at the 
Western Wall, writing home to his wife and 
their four-month-old daughter. That infant 
later became Sgt. Browne’s mother.
 Regev survived the war, but, tragically, 
was killed the following year while farming 
by a projectile fired from across the 
Jordanian border, which helped inspire Sgt. 
Browne to join the IDF.
 She was praised at an earlier FIDF 
event in May, by renowned British military 
expert, retired Colonel Richard Kemp, in 
his keynote address, saying he “had never 
met such an impressive young woman as 
Emma.”
 Eran Mordel, who grew up in Marietta, 
Georgia, and attended Walton High School 
and Georgia Tech, was there with his lovely 
and youthful looking mom, Dorit, whom we 
mistook for his wife or sister. He said that 
the evening was “incredibly humbling and 
personally fulfilling, especially as I am the 
grandson of four Holocaust survivors (all 
my grandparents), who lived under Soviet-
controlled, anti-Semitic Lithuania before 
reaching Israel, and specifically Jerusalem, 
in the early 1970s.” Eran continued, “Had 
it not been for these paratroopers, he would 
not have been born in East Jerusalem and be 
able to call it his home.
 “What a surreal evening. I remember 
that black-and-white photo growing up…. I 
saw it one hundred times over after joining 
the paratroopers myself. Yesterday, I had 
the honor of meeting those three heroes.
 “Thank you to FIDF for hosting me 
and for the opportunity to moderate such a 
lively discussion.”

BY Reg
   Regenstein

See HAPPENING, page 4

Israeli paratroopers Haim Oshri, 
Zion Karasenti, and Dr. Yitzhak Yifat 
signed copies of Rubinger’s iconic 
photo in Atlanta (photo: Jon Marks 
Photography)

FRIENDS OF THE ISRAELI SOLDIER. 
After all the years of wars and conflicts, 
Israel is still waging a daily fight for its 
security and survival, and almost all Israeli 
men and women are drafted into the defense 
forces at 18, after graduating from high 
school.
 American Jews have generously backed 
Israel with political support, investment, 
donations, and even volunteers to its 
military forces, going back to the War of 
Independence of 1948.
 But no group has done more to provide 
direct humanitarian support to Israel’s 
soldiers than the Friends of the Israel Defense 
Forces (FIDF), which was formed in 1981 
to provide for the education and well-being 
of IDF soldiers and their families, including 
those whose sons and daughters have fallen.
 Its mission to the IDF is summarized 
as, “Their job is to look after Israel. Ours is 
to look after them.” And, we might add, our 
job should be to look after FIDF.
 Among the 15 FIDF chapters across 

the country, the Southeast office here in 
Atlanta has become perhaps the most 
dynamic, since being established a decade 
ago. This has been due largely to the hard 
work, competence, and dedication of its two 
main leaders, executive director Seth Baron 
and Chairman Garry Sobel; Garry is also a 
member of the national board.
 We had lunch with them the other day 
at—where else?—Goldberg’s on Roswell 
Road and got caught up on all the great 
things FIDF is doing.
 Among the many services its provides to 
the soldiers and their families are education, 
college scholarships, dental and medical 
assistance, and other such humanitarian 
relief. Since 2002, some 8,000 soldiers have 
received scholarships from FIDF. Garry was 
told in person by Israeli President Shimon 
Peres, in 2013, that the program was “the 
single most important educational initiative 
for Israel.”
 Every year, some 30,000 soldiers 
benefit from FIDF’s national Adopt-
a-Brigade program. In 2014, in what 
Seth calls “a turning point for Atlanta,” 
the chapter adopted an Israeli combat 
intelligence brigade of 4,000 soldiers, 
committing $450,000 to the program. The 
men and women of the brigade conduct 
reconnaissance and gather intelligence on 
enemy operations, working in such hotspots 
at the West Bank, Gaza, the Golan Heights, 
and the borders with Lebanon, Egypt, and 
Jordan.
 They use camouflage tents, cameras, 
and electronic intercepts to monitor and 
prevent infiltration by terrorists, drug 
smugglers, and others who do not wish 
Israel well.
 Israel’s Lone Soldiers are men and 

David Rubinger’s iconic photo showing Israeli paratroopers (from left) Zion 
Karasenti, Dr. Yitzhak Yifat, and Haim Oshri standing in front of the Western 
Wall in Jerusalem during the Six-Day War, June 7, 1967 (photo: David 
Rubinger/GPO). (right photo) A recreation of David Rubinger’s famous photo 
50 years later at the Western Wall in Jerusalem (photo: AFP)

 “50 years later, Am Israel Chai.”
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SEEN AT GOLDBERG’S

FIDF’s Seth Baron and Garry Sobel

Tom and Spring Asher

Chuck Berk and Larry Taylor

Sandy Cohen, (from left clockwise) 
with daughter Lori Sobel, 
granddaughter Emilie Sobel, and 
son-in-law Stuart Sobel

women whose families do not live in Israel 
but who choose to go to Israel to serve in its 
armed forces. FIDF’s Lone Soldier Program 
helps an annual average of 2,800 immigrant 
soldiers from 62 countries around the 
world—among them Australia, Brazil, 
Canada, and Kazakhstan—serving with the 
IDF. This includes some 1,100 from North 
America, 31 of them from Atlanta. The 
Atlantans are graduates of such schools 
as The Epstein School, Atlanta Jewish 
Academy, Hebrew Academy, The Weber 
School, and public high schools.
 More than 2,000 families of killed and 
wounded soldiers also benefit from IDF 
programs.
 Atlantans are fortunate to have an 
office right here that provides us with the 
opportunity to have a direct impact on the 
brave soldiers who are the guardians of 
Israel and to whom we owe so much.

FUNDING FIDF. Providing funding for 
FIDF’s invaluable programs is a constant 
challenge.
 When Seth Baron and Garry Sobel first 
became active with the Atlanta chapter about 
five years ago, it was raising a respectable 
$300,000 a year. Now, it brings in more than 
$1 million a year—$1.2 million last year—
totaling some $5.5 million during their 
tenure.
 With a full-time staff of just two people, 
the Atlanta chapter works with Jewish 
communities around the state and the 

region, which includes Alabama, Tennessee, 
Kentucky, and North and South Carolina.
 Nationally, there are fifteen chapters 
across the country and one in Canada, which 
collectively raise some $115 million, over 
half of which comes from New York and 
Los Angeles alone.
 For more information or to get involved 
as a donor or volunteer, visit FIDF.org, call 
678-250-9030, or e-mail southeast@fidf.
org.
 There will also be special FIDF 
missions to Israel coming up, including a 
cycling tour, October 20-26; the national 
mission, November 10-17; the National 
Women’s Mission, March 8-16, 2018; 
and “From Holocaust to Independence,” a 
mission to Poland and Israel, April 12-20, 
2018. For details, call 888-318-3433.

ANOTHER UNBELIEVABLE TASTING. 
Jewish Family & Career Services’ 19th 
annual The Tasting returned to the Grand 
Hyatt Buckhead. It was, as always, the “fun, 
festive, and elegant event” it promised to be.
 It was a dazzling evening for a great 
cause, featuring exquisite wine, beer, 
liquors, cocktails, and delectable food 
from some of Atlanta’s finest restaurants, 
including 1KEPT, 5 Church, 10 Degrees 
South, Added Touch Catering, Amara, Aria, 
C&S Seafood & Oyster Bar, Cheesecake 
Factory, Cibo e Beve, Davio’s, Ecco, Food 
101, Frosty Caboose, Haven, Grand Hyatt 
Buckhead, il Giallo, La Grotta, Nan Thai 
Fine Dining, Pricci, Sage Social Kitchen 
and Bar, Saltyard, Serpas, Shake Shack, 
and Tabla. You could not find better—or a 
greater variety of—food anywhere in the 
world that night.
 But the most spectacular thing at 
the party was the beautiful and charming 
Honorary Co-Chair Pearlann Horowitz 
(along with the rest of the Horowitz family), 

Happening
From page 3

in her fabulous white dress that was the talk 
of the evening.
 The event chairs were Amy and Evan 
Rosen and Arin and Lorne Tritt, whose hard 
work and generosity produced one of the 
best Tastings ever. Of course, we say that 
every year, but it’s always true!
 A program of JF&CS, the Zimmerman-
Horowitz Independent Living Program 
raised more than $210,000 during the 
evening, which will go to help its clients 
with disabilities to live as independently 
as possible, so, as it says on the JF&CS 
website, “these extraordinary people can 
live, work, and thrive in their communities.” 
 Get ready for next year’s gala by 
staying in touch. Visit TheTasting.org, or 
contact JF&CS, located at 4549 Chamblee 
Dunwoody Road, 30338, at 770-677-9429. 

THE HORSERADISH GRILL (HRG). The 
other day, we had Sunday brunch at the 
legendary HRG, and everything—the food, 
the service, the atmosphere—was, as usual, 
well, perfect.
 Owner Steve Alterman, with the help 
of his son Daniel, was presiding over the 
packed house, greeting and seating guests, 
schmoozing, kibitzing, and helping out with 
whatever needed doing, which sometimes 
includes washing dishes, he told us 
exclusively.
 I like to order the Logan Turnpike 
Grits, the tempura friend okra, fire-roasted 
artichokes, cornbread, biscuits, and the 
“chef’s whim of the day” farm fresh 
vegetable sampler, and there’s all kinds of 
delicious fish, poultry, meats, and desserts 
to choose from.
 The diverse menu changes seasonally, 
it’s all fresh and wonderful, and chances are 
some of the zesty seasonings on your plate 
came from the extensive herb garden out 
back, which you can visit after your meal 
and even relax on the swing set there.
 Our favorite season is fall, when you can 
dine al fresco (that means outside) at one of 
the tables on the patio, surrounded by huge 
oak trees that drop acorns everywhere—so 
be sure to take shelter under your table’s 
umbrella, while the acorns rain down around 
you. It is a spectacle you will never forget.

Daniel and Steve Alterman

FIDF Southeast Executive Director 
Seth Baron; Israeli paratroopers 
Zion Karasenti, Dr. Yitzhak Yifat, 
Haim Oshri; and FIDF Southeast 
Development Director Jamie Perry 
(photos: Jon Marks Photography)

FIDF Southeast Chairman Garry 
Sobel and Sgt. Emma Browne

Michelle and Scott Horowitz, Michelle 
Horowitz, and Pearlann Horowitz 
(photos: Eric Bern)

Lorne and Arin Tritt with Amy and 
Evan Rosen

WE STAND

WITH ISRAEL

A
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GLOBAL FORUM. On June 4-6, more 
than 2,500 people from around the world 
gathered in Washington, D.C., to participate 
in American Jewish Committee’s (AJC) 
Global Forum. This year’s 70-person 
delegation from Atlanta included students 
from local colleges and universities, 
members of ACCESS (AJC’s Young 
Leadership division), and community 
members. 
 Atlanta Mayor Kasim Reed, who, 
along with other Georgia elected officials, 
attended the Global Forum, spoke about 
his experience in Israel as a member 
of AJC’s Project Interchange Seminar. 
Other highlights included remarks by the 
presidents of Cyprus and Romania and the 
foreign ministers of Japan, Singapore, and 
Austria. AJC addressed foreign and domestic 
policy challenges and opportunities, both in 
the United States and Israel. 
 In addition, each year, AJC Global 
Forum attendees have the opportunity to 
engage directly with top officials in a series 
of private advocacy-in-action dinners. 
This year, there were 39 such dinners with 

ambassadors from Africa, Asia, Europe, 
Latin America, and the Middle East. Among 
those participating in this year’s AJC Global 
Forum were more than 200 student leaders 
from campuses across the U.S. and from 
the European Union of Jewish Students and 
World Union of Jewish Students.

BETH AND GREGG PARADIES 
HONORED. On May 24, more than 600 
people gathered together as AJC Atlanta 
honored Beth and Gregg Paradies with the 
Selig Distinguished Service Award. 
 Three other awards were presented, 
honoring individuals who have made 
exceptional contributions to AJC Atlanta. 
The ACCESS Award was presented to 
outgoing Co-Chair Lindsey Fenton; the 
Advocacy Award to Lauren Menis, Hildee 
Isaacs, Lisa Fox Freedman, and Danielle 
Cohen, for co-founding Atlanta Initiative 
Against Anti-Semitism; and the President’s 
Award to Linda Davis, Murray Goldman, 
and Ronnie Van Gelder, for strengthening 
Muslim-Jewish relations in Atlanta.

Steve Selig, Mindy Shoulberg, Beth 
Paradies, and Gregg Paradies with 
the Selig Distinguished Service 
Award

Hildee Isaacs, Danielle Cohen, Lauren 
Menis, and Lisa Fox Freedman with 
their Advocacy Award

Murray Goldman and Ronnie van 
Gelder with their President’s Award 
(not pictured: Linda Davis)

AJC’s CEO, David Harris

AJC News

AJC Atlanta delegation with Atlanta Mayor Kasim Reed
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 One of the saddest things about low 
income is its association with illiteracy, 
among both adults and children. Perhaps 
you don’t have this problem, and that’s 
why you can read this article about it. You 
may not understand the depth of suffering 
throughout life for a person who can’t read 
or write, unable to get a good education or a 
good job.
 Many feel that the problem of illiteracy 
can be solved in the schools. That’s only part 
of the solution. In order for children to learn 
to read and comprehend, they must have 
parents or others in the home to help them 
develop those skills and create a love for 
reading. In lower-income households, this 
can be difficult, because the parents may be 
poor readers and lack the skills to reinforce 
the reading skills their children acquire in 
the classroom.
 Marlene Zeiler grew up loving to 
read. After she graduated from Stanford 
University, she spent years teaching adults 
and children who were developmentally 
disabled. In the meantime, she met and 
married a college professor. After moving 
around the country, they settled in Atlanta 

Children Read provides free books to youngsters
BY Leon
    Socol

with their three children, and Professor 
Zeiler took a position at Emory University.
 Marlene opened Tall Tales Book Shop 
in the Toco Hill Shopping Center, which 
she operated for more than 35 years. When 
she started, there were six bookstores 
in the vicinity, but by the time she was 
about to retire, hers was the only one left. 
Her boundless energy and love of reading 
wouldn’t let her slow down, so she searched 
for something relating to books.
 Marlene heard about a nonprofit 
organization on the West Coast that 
collected and distributed books to various 
organizations. She felt she could do 
something similar, but, unfortunately, she 
had no money to start this new business. 
She had made many friends during her 
bookstore years and called on some of them 
for help.
 A banker on the outskirts of the 
shopping center gave Marlene five rooms 
behind his bank, rent-free, to start her new 
non-profit organization, which she called 
Children Read. The objective was to collect 
used books suitable for children two to six 
years of age. The books came in from many 
sources, and 19 volunteers helped process 
them, carefully inspecting, cleaning, and 
sorting them by subject matter.
 Marlene contacted school systems and 
arranged for volunteers to come in and 
read to the children. The children loved the 
reading sessions and they were especially 
excited to each receive a bag of five books 

to take home for keeps. 
 In its first four years of operation, 
Children Read has distributed more than 
31,000 books to happy children, who have 
not only learned to read them, but also now 
have their own home libraries. For many, 
those are the only books they own. It is 
not all an easy program; it depends on the 
support the kids get from their parents.
 There are a number of reasons you 
usually didn’t find many books in lower-
income homes, as compared to middle 
class ones. A second-grade teacher who 
volunteers with Children Read said the 
main reason she found is that low-income 
families tend to move frequently because of 
financial hardship, and they travel as light as 
possible.
 My son, Alan Socol, had been a 
volunteer reader in his North Carolina city. 
A little boy in his class became completely 

absorbed in one of the books Alan read to 
him. When they finished reading it, Alan 
offered it to the little boy, but he wouldn’t 
accept it. He told my son that he didn’t have 
any money to buy the book, but Alan said 
it was a gift. The little boy still wouldn’t 
accept the book, and, finally, Alan asked 
why.
 He explained that if he took the book 
home and his stepfather saw it, he would 
give him a beating and admonish him, 
saying, “Reading a book is a waste of time.”
 Marlene Zeiler has found a gratifying 
niche in the book world. She can reflect on 
the hundreds of youngsters who, because of 
her efforts, are closer to reaching their full 
potential to succeed in life.
 To learn more about Children Read, 
visit childrenreadatlanta.org, or contact the 
organization at childrenread@earthlink.net 
or 404-237-2017.

Marlene Zeiler (center) with 
volunteers Cindy Jaret (left) and 
Sheila Ritter

Cindy Jaret sorting books in staging 
library

 For the third consecutive year, Jewish 
Kids Groups (JKG) has been named one of 
North America’s top 50 innovative Jewish 
organizations in the 12th annual Slingshot 
Guide. The guide has become a go-to resource 
for volunteers, activists, and donors looking 
for new opportunities and projects that, 
through their innovative nature, will ensure 
the Jewish community remains relevant and 
thriving.
 The organizations included in the guide 
were selected from among hundreds of 
finalists, reviewed by nearly 100 professionals 
with expertise in grant-making and Jewish 
communal life. 
 Jewish Kids Groups, under the 
leadership of Executive Director Ana Robins, 
was recognized for “offering a radically 
new take on the traditional Hebrew school 
experience.” Organizations included in this 
year’s Slingshot Guide were evaluated on 
their innovative approach, the impact they 
have in their work, the leadership they have 
in their sector, and their effectiveness at 
achieving results. 
 The organizations included in the 
Slingshot Guide are driving the future of 
Jewish life and engagement by motivating 
new audiences to participate in their work 

Jewish Kids Groups named one of America’s top 50 
innovative Jewish organizations

and responding to the needs of individuals 
and communities—both within and beyond 
the Jewish community—as never before.
 This year, for the first time, organizations 
were asked to apply based on where they are 
in their life cycle: start-up, mezzanine, or 
legacy. They were evaluated accordingly, 
and the information in the guide reflects 
this. By doing this, the Slingshot Guide aims 
to set expectations within the field for what 
innovation looks like at each life stage.
 “Slingshot’s work is to help Jews find, 
fund, and connect to meaningful, exciting 
experiences in Jewish life,” said Stefanie 
Rhodes, executive director of Slingshot, 
which publishes the guide each year. “After 
12 years, the book remains relevant in a 
changing world, because we continue to 
highlight organizations doing exceptional 
work, serving as the trailblazers for what is 
possible, meeting the community’s evolving 
needs, and inspiring all of us. This year 
we’ve added a new resource to the field by 
outlining our new process for evaluation, 
which includes criteria for various life stages. 
Whether we look to the guide for funding 
ideas, best practices, or trends in Jewish life, 
it remains a resource for all of us, providing 
new tools and optimism for our collective 

future.”
 “Slingshot is highlighting the work of 
organizations that strengthen Jewish life 
by rising to the challenges of the day and 
making our community more relevant to our 
generation,” said Sarah Rueven, Slingshot 
board chair. “We are inspired by projects 
that help people connect to Jewish life in 

ways that both feel both fresh and relevant, 
while honoring our traditions. With our new 
framework, the 12th edition of Slingshot 
becomes the most compelling guide yet. 
Readers will learn about valuable new 
projects and gain a deeper insight into the 
emerging needs in Jewish life, as identified 
by our community’s top leaders.”

 JKG teachers and students celebrate at the annual Singing Seder
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AVIV CELEBRATIONS SHOWS 
APPRECIATION FOR JF&CS 
VOLUNTEERS. Jewish Family & Career 
Services (JF&CS) recently thanked 
agency volunteers who generously give of 
themselves, with an outing to see Pete the 
Cat, at the Center for the Puppetry Arts. 
 Fifty parents and children attended 
the show, which was followed by a special 
puppet show about Aviv Celebrations, with 
characters Silly Puppet and Mel Footmeyer. 
After the event, which was hosted by Aviv 
Celebrations, of Aviv Older Adult Services 
of JF&CS, there was time for making 
beautiful cards for Aviv Celebrations. 

 Aviv Celebrations, founded by Cherie 
Aviv, works with children, teens, and adults, 
to make handmade birthday cards for older 
adults and get-well cards for people who are 
ill. Making a handmade card is a simple, yet 
meaningful way to connect with anyone, 
older adults in particular. A birthday card 
may be the only recognition they receive 
on their birthday. And for those who are 
ill, a get-well card is a day brightener. The 
cards reassure people they have not been 
forgotten.
 To learn more about Aviv Celebrations, 
or to join in the fun of making cards for 
older adults, visit jfcsatl.org/cards.

JF&CS News

Jews and Booze: Becoming American in the 
Age of Prohibition
By Marni Davis
272 pages. New York University Press. 
$32.00

 On seeing the title of this book, Jews 
and Booze: Becoming American in the Age 
of Prohibition, one might be tempted to 
think of it as about a favorite uncle prone to 
imbibe too much schnapps. That is far from 
the truth. Marni Davis has written a serious 
history of “Becoming American in the Age 
of Prohibition.”
 It is the story of Jewish involvement in 
the manufacture, distribution, and sale of 
alcoholic beverages in the late 19th century 
and through part of the 20th century in the 
United States. This maps one phase of the 
introduction of Jewish immigrants into 
American culture: economically, morally, 
socially, and politically.
 Early on, German and other European 
Jewish immigrants engaged in the brewing 
of whiskey. Marni Davis names these early 
brewers but emphasizes what was generally 
thought of Jewish consumers of alcoholic 
beverages. As one 19th-century American 
rabbi wrote, “The Jew drinks, but knows 
when to stop.” This being true, Jews were 
not eager to join the growing movement in 
the country toward Prohibition, spearheaded 
by organizations such as the Women’s 
Christian Temperance Union, founded in 
1874.
 Jewish involvement became more 
pronounced when, by 1920, every state 
had passed Prohibition. Then, because 
wine was used in a religious sacrament, it 
became a national issue. Jews were allotted 

A sip of Jews and Booze
BY Carolyn
     Gold

so much wine per family. Questions arose 
as to whether wine was kosher, whether it 
had to be fermented or not, and how it was 
to be legally distributed. Since alcoholic 
beverages were not to be bought or sold 
(the only exception being for medicinal 
purposes), druggists sold a variety of 
medicinal whiskeys. In Atlanta, Joe Jacobs’ 
pharmacy sold a new patent medicine called 
Coca-Cola.
 It was decided that rabbis would 
distribute 10 gallons of wine per year 
to every American Jewish family. This 
resulted in the dilemma of making rabbis 
into “bootleggers.” Jewish saloon owners 
at the time created a “gangster” class. Anti-
Semitism grew. Russian Jewish immigrants 
opened saloons in America, because it was 
a business they knew from their homeland. 
With Prohibition, the saloons became 
involved with mobsters in illegal activities. 
 Davis describes Decatur Street in 
Atlanta as a particularly shady location. 
By 1900, all the counties surrounding 
Atlanta had become dry, making Atlanta a 
“wet” island and making Decatur Street an 
attraction for varied illegal establishments.
 Marni Davis, an associate professor 
of history at Georgia State University, 
includes many Atlanta names and facts, 
as well as those of other American cities. 
Families who started out involved in kosher 
wine or running saloons gravitated to other 
businesses. Rabbi Manischewiitz’s family 
name became that of the famous kosher 
wine and later of the matzoh bakery. (The 
Jacobs brothers in Atlanta, for instance, 
left the alcohol trade for the linen industry 
before national Prohibition became law.) 
The Bronfmans of Canada have blotted 
out their Prohibition business activity with 
million-dollar gifts to Jewish organizations. 
 Because of their personal temperance, 
Jews saw no need for Prohibition laws and 
objected to their passage. However, rabbis 
and Jewish lay leaders urged obedience to 
“the laws of the land” even as they quietly 
objected themselves. Atlanta readers will 
recognize many familiar names throughout 
the book: Albert Steiner, Rabbi Edward 
B. M. Browne, David Mayer, Dr. David 
Marx, Henry Alexander, H. Mendel, Morris 
Cohen, Morris Lichtenstein, Max Goldstein, 
and Isaac Sinkovitz, among others who 
played a part in this period.
 Davis writes, “By the time Franklin 
Delano Roosevelt defeated Herbert Hoover 
in the 1932 presidential race, the American 
public’s patience for Prohibition was 
clearly not what it had once been.” Jews 
had struggled in their conflicting attitudes 
toward Prohibition and their efforts to prove 
themselves as loyal Americans. 
  In the end, the country’s Depression 
proved to be more important than 
Prohibition.

—Jews and Booze is one of the 12 books in 
the Goldstein-Goren Series on American 
Jewish History published by New York 
University Press.

Thought You’d Like To Know
By Jonathan Barach

ROLL UP YOUR SLEEVE. The next Jewish 
War Veterans Atlanta Post #112 Blood Drive 
is August 9, 9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m., at Ahavath 
Achim Synagogue, 600 Peachtree Battle 
Avenue N.W. Walk–ins are always welcome, 
but appointments will save you time. For 
more information, contact Gail Solomon at 
gailsol@gmail.com or 404-351-1900.

LIMMUD 2017. Limmud Atlanta + 
Southeast’s multi-day Limmud retreat will 
be held Labor Day Weekend, September 1-4, 
at Camp Ramah Darom, in Clayton, GA. 
Learn, play, and have fun in the beautiful 
North Georgia mountains. For more 
information or to register, visit limmudse.
org.

THE CONEXX BUSINESS EXPEDITION. 
The Conexx Business Expedition will be 
held September 2-7, in Tel Aviv, Israel. 
Participants can connect with top business 
influencers from the Southeast and Israel; 
boost their business potential with new 
ideas, connections, and partnership 
opportunities; learn about Israeli innovations 
and their impact; and experience Israel’s 
unique ecosystem of entrepreneurship and 
technology development. Cost includes 
hotels, ground transportation, most meals, 
conference registration, pickup/drop-off 
at airport, and site visits. A $500 deposit 
will reserve at the lowest rate. For more 

information and to register, contact Guy 
Tessler at gtessler@conexx.org or 678-274-
9699.

NOSHFEST 2017. Noshfest, hosted by 
Temple Kol Emeth, will feature a taste of 
Jewish food and culture, unique crafts, 
exhibits, entertainment, live music, a kid’s 
zone, and a petting zoo with a camel. 
Admission is two canned goods, which will 
be donated to MUST Ministries. The festival, 
which is Sunday, September 3, 11:00 a.m.-
5:00 p.m., and Monday, September 4, 11:00 
a.m.-4:00 p.m., will be held in the parking 
lot of Temple Kol Emeth, 1415 Old Canton 
Road, Marietta. For more information, visit 
noshfest.com, or call 770-973-3533.

ATLANTA KOSHER BBQ FESTIVAL 
The fifth annual Atlanta Kosher BBQ 
Festival, presented by Hebrew Order of 
David International, will take place October 
22, in Dunwoody’s Brook Run Park. In 
addition to the kosher food vendors, this 
year’s event will feature a kid’s zone and 
more. More than 20 teams will compete 
in the competition, judged by the Kansas 
City Barbeque Society, and will be under 
the supervision of the Atlanta Kashruth 
Commission. Admission is free and open 
to the public; each team will offer samples 
for $1 each. For more information, visit 
theatlantakosherbbq.com, or follow on 
Twitter (@AtlantaKoshBBQ) and Facebook 
(@AtlantaKosherBBQFestival).

Lori Cahill and daughter, Addie Lauren Harris with daughter, Alex
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MJCCA News
HARRY MAZIAR CLASSIC RAISES 
MORE THAN $400,000. The Marcus 
Jewish Community Center of Atlanta 
(MJCCA) presented its annual golf 
tournament, the MJCCA BB&T Harry 
Maziar Classic (BB&T HMC), on June 5, at 
the Atlanta Country Club, in Marietta. 
 Each year, the MJCCA BB&T Harry 
Maziar Classic honors an outstanding 
member of the MJCCA whose philanthropic 
and volunteer commitment has helped shape 
Atlanta’s vibrant Jewish community. This 
year’s tournament honored Doug Kuniansky, 
president, MK Management Company. The 
tournament, which included 140 golfers, 
raised a record-breaking $400,000+, 
through sponsorships, contributions, and a 
silent auction, to support MJCCA programs 
and scholarship funds. 
  “This year, the MJCCA was proud 
to honor Doug Kuniansky for his 
philanthropic leadership,” said Joel Arogeti, 
chair, MJCCA’s Board of Directors. “The 
Kuniansky family name has long been 
associated with dedication to Atlanta’s 
Jewish community. Doug is well known and 
highly respected in the Jewish community as 
a passionate and committed philanthropist 
and fundraiser.
  “Through his long-standing dedication,” 
continued Arogeti, “Doug has helped enable 
the MJCCA to foster and ensure a vibrant 
greater Atlanta Jewish community and 
impact the lives of more than 60,000 people 
each year.”
 Kuniansky’s volunteer commitments 
at the MJCCA have included serving as 
president of the advisory board, chair of 
the governance board, and interim CEO. 
He chaired the Development Committee 
for five years and was recognized by the 
Jewish Community Center Association for 
innovative fundraising. He has served on 
numerous other committees at the MJCCA, 
including the Governance Task Force, 
Capital Campaign, Strategic Planning Task 
Force, and Angels Campaign, as well as the 
BB&T HMC Host Committee, on which 
he served for the past six years. Doug has 
also served on the boards of the Jewish 
Federation of Greater Atlanta, Jewish 
Family & Career Services, and The Breman 
Jewish Home. He is an active member of 
Temple Sinai.
 The  BB&T HMC was chaired by 
David Kusiel. BB&T was the 2017 title 
sponsor; 2017 presenting sponsors were The 
Ron and Lisa Brill Family Charitable Trust; 
Lynne and Howard Halpern; The Douglas J. 
Hertz Family Foundation, Inc.; Debbie and 
Doug Kuniansky; The Marcus Foundation; 
PGA Superstore; Southern Company; and 
The Van de Grift Family.
 “Proceeds from the annual BB&T HMC 
tournament enable the MJCCA to provide 
scholarships to ensure that our innovative 
programs are accessible to everyone in our 
community,” said Arogeti. “The MJCCA 
currently has the highest user rates in its 
history and serves more than 60,000 people 

every year through its preschools, sports 
leagues, summer camps, programming for 
people with special needs, cultural programs 
and events, and more.”
 Additionally this year, the BB&T 
HMC welcomed 100 women to its Mindful 
Living event, which coincided with the 
tournament. This workshop, co-chaired by 
Dorita Arnold and Viki Freeman, provided 
practices and techniques to enable women to 
live their best, most balanced lives. Mindful 
Living guest speakers were Lena Franklin, 
a mindfulness-based psychotherapist, 
meditation instructor, and international 
wellness guide, and Meghan Klein Toups, a 
licensed professional counselor and certified 
holistic health coach.
 2017 MJCCA BB&T Harry Maziar 
Classic Tournament Winners were:
• Putting contest—Isador Mitzner
• Longest drive (male)—Michael Parks
• Longest drive (female)—Jennifer Glazer 
Malkin
• First-place team net score—David 
Kurzweil, Bob King, Keith Fleming, and 
Jeff Wilks
• Second-place team net score—Howard 
Hyman, Alec Sutton, Jay Strongwater, and 
Bruce Morris
• Third-place team net score—Adam 
Beckman, Eric Tanenbaum, Ryan Halpern, 
and David Lorberbaum
• Fourth-place team net score—Jack 
Halpern, Benjamin Halpern, Cary Halpern, 
and Bill Brown
  The 2017 BB&T HMC Host Committee 
members were Dorita Arnold, Billy 
Bauman, Adam Beckman, David Birnbrey, 
Ron Brill, Steven Cadranel, Michael Coles, 
David Dermer, Michael Dinerman, Michael 
Feldman, Paul Freeman, Viki Freeman, 
Steve Ginsberg, Lisa Greenberg, Howard 
Halpern, Lynne M. Halpern, Scott Jordan, 
Lois Kuniansky, Michael Kuniansky, Rick 
Lenner, Mark Lichtenstein, Harry Maziar, 
Todd Maziar, Josh Rosenberg, and Garrett 
Van de Grift.
 For more information, contact Erika 
Barnes, at 678-812-4144 or erika.barnes@
atlantajcc.org, or visit atlantajcc.org/golf-
tournament.

Tournament namesake Harry Maziar 
(from left); Doug Kuniansky, David 
Kusiel, and Joel Arogeti (Photos: 
Eagleshotz)

Doug Kuniansky (left) and Harry Maziar

BRILL INSTITUTE ADDS NEW 
COURSES FOR 2017-2018. The Lisa F. 
Brill Institute, Atlanta’s largest adult Jewish 
education program, offers classes to more 
than 450 students, at the MJCCA and 13 
partner locations across metro Atlanta. 
Courses are taught by some of Georgia’s 
most outstanding Jewish scholars, rabbis, 
and Emory professors, with a range of 
daytime and evening options. 
 “We are thrilled to provide an array 
of new courses with gifted teachers and 
presenters for people of all ages and 
denominations, looking to study Jewish 
topics,” said Talya Gorsetman, the Brill 
Institute’s new director. “Our classes 
positively and inclusively enlighten people 
who are interested in exploring their 
Judaism. Whether you are just beginning to 
delve into Judaism or simply want to deepen 
your knowledge, we have a class for you.”
 Fees vary by class, and some classes 
offered at synagogues are for members only. 
For registration, a complete list of classes 
and locations, or other information, visit 
atlantajcc.org/brill, or call Laurie Rose at 
678-812-3723. 
 Five new courses have been added for 
2017-2018: “The Star and the Crescent: The 
Long Relationship of Judaism and Islam”; 
“Jewish Denominations: Addressing the 
Challenges of Modernity”; “The Lower 
East Side: A Window into American 
Jewish Immigrant Culture”; “Comparative 
Religions”; and “A Hidden World 
Discovered: The Cairo Geniza.”
 Other courses include: “Derech Torah: 
An Introduction to Judaism”; “The Saga 
Continues: The Books of Samuel”; “The 
Meaning of the Bible”; “2017: A Year of 
Anniversaries for Israel”; “Melton Year 1: 
Rhythms and Purposes of Jewish Living”; 
“Melton Year 2: Crossroads of Jewish 
History & Ethics of Jewish Living”; “Main 
Ideas From the Prophets”; “The Holocaust as 
Reflected in Diaries and Memoirs”; “Loving 
Yiddish Through Song”; “Foundations of 
Jewish Family Living”; “Jews in America: 
Insiders and Outsiders”; “The Book of Job: 
A New Perspective”; “Do You Believe 

in Miracles?”; “The Tradition Lives On: 
Mikvah in the 21st Century”; and more.
 Course locations include: MJCCA’s 
Zaban Park, Temple Emanu-El, The Temple, 
Young Israel of Toco Hills, Congregation 
Beth Shalom, Congregation Etz Chaim, 
Atlanta Jewish Academy, The Davis 
Academy, Temple Sinai, Congregation 
B’Nai Torah, Metro Atlanta Community 
Mikvah, and Congregation Shearith Israel.

PERIMETER GYMNASTICS CROWNED 
REGIONAL CHAMPIONS. With more 
than 1,000 other gymnasts competing, 
two MJCCA Perimeter Gymnastics team 
members were crowned regional champions 
at the Region 8 Xcel Regional Gymnastics 
Championships, in Myrtle Beach, South 
Carolina. The competition, held May 11-
14, attracted gymnasts from North Carolina, 
South Carolina, Tennessee, Florida, Georgia, 
Alabama, Mississippi, and Louisiana. 
 Hannah Brett won vault in the Xcel 
Platinum Level with a 9.625, and Miyah Jones 
earned the gold on Xcel Gold bars with a 9.55. 
Both are eighth-graders at Peachtree Middle 
School.
 “I started with MJCCA’s Perimeter 
Gymnastics 10 years ago, and the wonderful 
coaches have helped me persevere through 
so much and have helped me grow,” says 
Hannah. “Two years ago, I came in second on 
vault, so when I won this year, it was just the 
best thing that has ever happened to me.”
 Hannah was crowned a state champion 
on vault three times before qualifying for 
regionals in 2017.
 “When I joined Perimeter Gymnastics 
two years ago, it was so nice to be a part of 
a program where my coaches and teammates 
genuinely care about me,” Miyah says. “When 
you learn a new skill, and the entire group 
of gymnasts and coaches stop what they are 
doing and watch you, it is an amazing feeling.”
 This was Miyah’s first time competing 
at the regionals. Earlier this year she came in 
first on bars and second on floor at the state 
championships.
 “Vault has always been Hannah’s best 
event, and I am thrilled that she performed 
so well at her biggest competition,” says 
Stacey Harris, director, MJCCA Perimeter 
Gymnastics. “I am so proud of Miyah; she hit 
her routine beautifully at the state meet and 
again at the regionals.”
 MJCCA’s Perimeter Gymnastics 
participants train on top-of-the-line Olympic 
gymnastics equipment in the Besser 
Gymnastics Pavilion at Zaban Park, on four 
events: vault, bars, beam, and floor exercise. 
For more information visit atlantajcc.org/
gymnastics, or call 678-812-4045.

Hannah Brett and Miyah Jones jump for 
joy after earning top awards (Photos 
courtesy of the MJCCA)Explore Jewish life and learning at the 

MJCCA Brill Institute
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Closer than you think! 
www.cohenhome.org | 770.475.8787 
10485 Jones Bridge Road, Johns Creek 
(at the corner of Buice, near Dolvin Elementary) 
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Join us for Shabbat in our new Dining Room! 

Visit the NEW Cohen Home today! 

 Be Amazed.
Every Day.
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davisacademy.org

Schedule a private tour today by calling 678-527-3300  
or online at davisacademy.org/visit.

Now entering our 25th year,  The Davis  

Academy is committed to preparing  

students for the future. From age four  

through eighth grade our students grow  

through a challenging and enriching  

education based on an innovative,  

student-centric curriculum. We teach  
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experiences so that our students  

become well-balanced and  

self-confident individuals.

But don’t take our word for it.  
Come see for yourself!
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Tires Have a New HomeTires Have a New Home

Major Brands
Professional Installation

Major Brands
Professional Installation

Most cars and non-commercial light trucks. 
TPMS reset not included. 

Repairs within RMA Guidelines. See Store for Details.
Valid at participating locations.

Free Tire Repair
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 In the 1840s and 1850s, the newspapers 
in Atlanta and Athens welcomed the Jews in 
the following fashion.
 An article in the Atlanta Intelligencer 
commented, “A Jew walks every street, 
dwells in every capitol, traverses every 
exchange and relieves the monotony of the 
nations of the earth. The race has inherited 
the heirloom of immortality, incapable of 
extinction.”
 Southern Confederacy, another 
Atlanta publication, offered the following 
observation: “But the Jews exist not only 
as a monument and a miracle. The Jewish 
mind has exerted a powerful influence on 
the world. In the United States, Jews begin 
to figure in the National Councils. Mr. 
Yulee, a delegate from the Florida Territory 
to the [U.S.] House and later member of the 
Senate and Mr. Judah Benjamin, recently 
Senator from Louisiana, being of the 
Hebrew stock.”
 And the Athens’ Southern Watchman 
contained the following copy: “Such have 
been and are the Jews a mysterious nation! 
An inexplicable enigma! A living perpetually 
omnipresent miracle! A race so indomitable, 
so imperishable must have been raised up 
and preserved for some grand purpose.”
 This is not intended to purport that 
bigotry and intolerance did not exist; 
however, there was a sense of welcome 
that reinforced and encouraged the Jewish 
population to link together as a community 
— Am Yisrael — which led to the formation 
of The Temple.
 Having been born and educated 
in Atlanta, and having been raised in 
a family that was a major factor in the 
development of its Jewish community, my 
interest and fascination with its history is 
understandable. So even though I am now 
living in Jerusalem, the 150th birthday of 
The Temple has an impact on me. Part of it 
has to do with my life-long friendship with 
its rabbi emeritus, Dr. Alvin Sugarman. The 
other reason I am directing my thoughts to 
The Temple is because I take pride, even 
though never a member, in a religious 
institution that has made such an impact on 
the Atlanta Jewish community. Professor 
Mark Bauman is carefully researching 
the total history of The Temple in primary 
sources, in newspapers and through other 
material to which he has access. His 
document on the history of The Temple will 
provide a multiplicity of information about 
the Hebrew Benevolent Congregation, some 
of which may not have been of common 
knowledge.
 As a prelude to the more detailed 
account of the past 150 years, I want to 
comment on events that took place in the 

The Temple at Its beginning and the next 30 years
BY David
     Geffen

Atlanta Jewish community during the time 
frame in which The Temple was born.
 Professor Jonathan Sarna, in his studies 
of Abraham Lincoln and Ulysses S. Grant, 
has defined for us the new perception that 
the American leaders developed towards 
the American Jews. A contributing factor to 
this is the subject of Stephen Birmingham’s 
book Our Crowd, in which he writes about 
the emergence of the Jewish immigrants 
who came from Germany in the 1840s. 
Their abilities in commerce and community 
influence proved to the American nation 
that Jews possessed talents that could make 
America grow and bloom. There was some 
anti-Semitism, but it did not negate the 
impetus that they added in the growth of 
Atlanta before and after the Civil War.
 In 1866, the year before The Temple 
came into being, this item appeared on 
September 20 in the Atlanta Intelligencer 
under the heading of “Day of Atonement.” 
The article reported, “Our population of the 
Hebrew faith suspended business yesterday 
in observance of what is known among 
them as a day of atonement,” but there is no 
mention as to where a service was held, or 
who conducted it.
 According to publications by Dr. 
Steven Hertzberg and Janice Rothschild 
Blumberg, Rev. Isaac Leeser, the famous 
editor of The Occident and American 
Jewish Advocate newspaper, visited Atlanta 
to conduct the wedding of Miss Emilie 
Baer and Mr. Abraham Rosenfeld, which 
was held on January 1, 1867. On previous 
visits to the city, Leeser had promoted the 
establishment of a congregation, but to no 
avail. On this visit, he again renewed his 

call for the formation of a synagogue, and 
this time it was successful, which resulted 
in the founding of the Hebrew Benevolent 
Congregation—The Temple. 
 Why was this important? The Temple’s 
establishment was a statement that now 
the Jews of Atlanta saw themselves as a 
functioning entity.
 On April 3, 1873, The Atlanta Daily 
Sun wrote the following about Passover: 
“Our Hebrew friends in Atlanta, as much 
devoted to the customs of their people 
as they can, religiously and scrupulously 
commemorate this season of Passover. On 
yesterday appropriate services were held in 
their synagogue, houses and today they will 
be continued. The lessons of the occasion 
were fully set forth by their minister Mr. 
Bonheim.”
 In 1884, The Sunny South Magazine 
paid a significant tribute to the Jews of 
Atlanta, members of The Temple, in an 
article entitled “Raising money for 1,200 
families.” The piece included the following 
narrative. “One striking feature was the 
liberal manner with which our Jewish 
fellow citizens responded. And we allude 
to a fact we may commend to our readers 
for imitation. We never see a Jew begging 
around the streets or elsewhere. The reason 
for this lies in the fact that our Jewish fellow 
citizens have an organizational charity 
which takes care of all their poor.” Many of 
us think that having a federation handling all 
the needs of fundraising is a new concept. 
What impressed the publication’s editor was 
that the Jewish community had taken it on 
itself to organize itself to insure that there 
would be none in need.

Wedding photo of Emilie Baer and 
Abraham Rosenfeld, 1867 (photos: 
Cuba Family Archives for Southern 
Jewish History at The Breman 
Museum)

First synagogue of the Hebrew Benevolent Congregation 
at the corner of Forsyth and Garnett

 In the 1880s, the population mix was 
broadened by the arrival of Jews from 
Russia, who had fled persecution. In Dr. 
Steven Hertzberg’s book, he comments 
on the support given to these new arrivals 
by the Jewish citizenry of Atlanta. “It was 
largely because the organization of the 
Hebrew Benevolent Congregation and 
its affiliated charities had antedated their 
arrival and could provide kosher food, funds 
and other assistance to cover the exigencies 
of resettlement, as well as a place to worship 
that the first Russian refugees were able to 
establish themselves in Atlanta.” Only with 
the help of the leadership of The Temple did 
the new Atlanta Jews begin to make their 
climb upward.
 In 1867, the foundation for the rebirth 
of the vibrant city of Atlanta that we 
know today was being laid. Diversity was 
tempered with unity, and an element of this 
was establishment of a structured Jewish 
community. The 150th-anniverary milestone 
of The Temple is a celebratory event for all, 
for it is the recognition of the roots of our 
participatory actions as citizens of Atlanta 
and the continuation of our centuries of 
commitment to our Jewish heritage.
 As a personal aside, while my family 
has never been a member of The Temple, 
I have a personal relationship with the 
institution. In 1931, when the present 
building on Peachtree Street was dedicated, 
my grandfather, Rabbi Tobias Geffen z’’l, 
gave the final benediction for the celebration 
in Hebrew. Our family offers these words 
sheheyanu vekimanu vehigianu lazman 
hazeh — The Temple should be blessed for 
another 150 years.
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ACHIEVEMENT AWARD & ANNUAL 
MEETING. Jewish Federation of Greater 
Atlanta recently held its 111th annual meeting. 
It was an evening of community pride and 
celebration. In addition to electing a new slate 
of officers, Federation presented its Lifetime 
of Achievement Award to Larry Frank, a 
local giant of Jewish philanthropy who has 
quietly and effectively been a champion for 

Israel. Rabbi 
Adam Frank, 
one of Larry’s 
four sons, gave a 
passionate tribute 
to his father for his 
lifetime of Israel 
advocacy and 
devotion to family. 
The program 
also featured a 
dialogue on Israel 
policy between 
A m b a s s a d o r 
Daniel Shapiro, 

who served as U.S. ambassador to Israel from 
2011-2017, and Jewish community leader 
Michael Rosenzweig. 

Lois Frank, Joshua Frank, Isaac Frank, 
Larry Frank, Aaron Frank, and Rabbi 
Adam Frank

PJ LIBRARY OFFERS A SUMMER OF 
FUN. The PJ Library has launched a summer 
series with 14 family programs, including 
pop-up picnics, neighborhood story times, and 
community events. One of the goals of the 
summer series is to create neighborhood-based 
Jewish community events. Recently, several 
local Yogli Mogli locations hosted some of the 
first events for families, providing opportunities 
to read a book together, have fun, and cool off.
 The PJ Library, a program of the Harold 
Grinspoon Foundation, gives the gift of age-
appropriate, Jewish-themed books and CDs at 
no cost to families, along with high-quality, 
valuable, and diverse programming throughout 
greater Atlanta to children, six months to years, 
who are being raised in Jewish homes.
 In 2007, Jewish Federation of Greater 
Atlanta brought the PJ Library program to 
Atlanta, one of 250 participating communities 
throughout the United States and worldwide. 
Each child receives one book per month; 
currently, 2,500 Atlanta-area children (15% 
of eligible children) have subscriptions. The 
program’s goal in fiscal year 2019 is to reach 
24% of eligible children, at 4,000 subscriptions.
 PJ Library partners with four to six 
programs monthly, building community 
relationships and providing outreach 
opportunities. In 2016, PJ Library held more 
than 60 events, with 36 unique partners at 34 

unique locations, attracting more than 4,100 
attendees. Event attendance can vary from four 
to 150 families.
 Seven permanent Book Swaps are located 
at The Temple, Purple Hippo Art Studio, 
Congregation Gesher L’Torah, B’nai Torah, 
Temple Sinai, Intown Jewish Preschool, and 
Anshi S’fard.
 Large-scale events, such as the Family 
Reading Festival and B’nai Torah’s Hannukah 
Celebration, attract a broad swath of the 
community, from various religious backgrounds 
and many locations.
 “Our kids love opening up their PJ Library 
books every month,” said Co-Chairs Cobi 
Cohen and Vicki Abelson. “At our respective 
homes, the kids get a monthly new present, 
and we find a meaningful way to teach our kids 
about our religion. Then we get to talk to other 
parents who are reading the same books—what 
a beautiful way of forming a community.”
 For information on future events, 
visit jewishatlanta.org, e-mail PJ Library 
Coordinator Nathan Brodsky at nbrodsky@
jewishatlanta.org, or call 404-870-1870. 

Emily Kaiman and family at a PJ Library 
Summer event

Andy, Alex, and Debbie Shapira at Book 
it to Shabbat

Bill and Karen Callen with their children 
Elyse and Talia at Book it to Shabbat

Federation News

Larry Frank

By Zalman Eisman

 Each year, the Marist Alumni 
Association chooses a graduate of Atlanta’s 
Marist School to be the recipient of its 
Distinguished Alumnus/Alumna Award. 
This past April, the 2017 award was 
presented to Paul Muldawer, class of 1950.

 A native 
A t l a n t a n , 
Muldawer went 
on to obtain a 
bachelor’s degree 
at the University 
of Florida and a 
master’s degree 
at the University 
of Pennsylvania, 
where he 
studied under 
Louis Kahn. He 
s u b s e q u e n t l y 

studied traditional town planning and urban 
design at Harvard University’s Graduate 
School of Design.
 For the past 55 years, Muldawer 
has practiced his architectural and town-
planning skills in Atlanta, where his work 
has included the design of the new City Hall 
Annex and restoration of the old City Hall 
Tower, the design for the 1977 Presidential 
Inaugural Reviewing Facilities for President 
Jimmy Carter, the Presidential Inaugural 
Media Pavilion for President Ronald 
Reagan, the 1970 design of Savannah’s 
historic preservation plan, and other 
projects.
 The Marist School’s 116th 
commencement ceremony took place May 
20. Muldawer was one of the speakers, 
representing the continuity of Marist’s 
mission to offer ongoing challenge and 
support. Muldawer acknowledged that there 
have been changes—the campus moved 
from its old downtown site on Ivy Street to 
the present location, military uniforms are 
no longer the dress code, and students no 
longer march to class—but these changes in 
outward trappings have not diminished the 
school’s dedication to excellence.

Paul Muldawer with his award and 
James B. Roberts ‘99, president, 
Marist Alumni Association

 The son of Jewish immigrants who 
continues his active participation in the 
Atlanta Jewish community as a member of 
The Temple, Muldawer acknowledged the 
warmth and acceptance he found at Marist, 
and he stated that the school “reinforced 
my understanding and respect for other 
religions and helped me see the relationship 
between Catholicism and Judaism.”
 In his remarks, he commented on the 
present tenor of “overwhelming pessimism.” 
He went on to say, “I implore, do not accept 
this. Your are living in an exciting time 
leading to a fantastic future.” He stressed, 
“There is a correlation between education 
and a stable, free society. The more well 
educated the population, the more durable 
the democracy.”
 Muldawer concluded his remarks 
as follows: “On closing, I say to you, 
this is your time, your opportunity, your 
responsibility to continue a lifetime of 
learning and serving and to take advantage 
of your unique Marist education to make 
this world a better place.”

Paul Muldawer donating his artwork 
to Rev. John Harhager, S.M., 
president, Marist School

Marist School honors Paul Muldawer 
with Distinguished Alumnus Award

Paul Muldawer

WE STAND

WITH ISRAEL

A
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 I am sure that you, as did I, grew up 
hearing the phrase, “Go West, young man.” 
It was a saying that was in common use in 
the United States during the 19th century 
and came to signify the opportunity that was 
available in America to those who accepted 
the challenge offered by the new country.
 Putting aside the concept of Manifest 
Destiny that some wished to attach to this 
westward movement, it was the opportunity 
for people with little in the way of money 
and property to be unencumbered by societal 
restraints and reap the fruits of their labor. In 
a way, this embodied the underlying spirit 
and character of a people who had and were 
coming to America in search of opportunity 
and a better life.
 But the wagon train west was not the 
only entrepreneurial opportunity in our 
young nation arising from the burgeoning 
economy. With development came the move 
from the isolated, self-reliant farmer to a 
more concentrated labor force, which gave 
rise to towns and the need for supporting 
services. It was into this breach that many 
of the Jewish immigrants moved. A large 
number became merchants and operated 
stores to supply the varied needs of the 
populace. 
 In the South, this was very common, as 
many of the Jews had started as peddlers, 
traveling from area to area, offering wares to 
the citizenry. Formal education as we know 
it was not always the norm, but hard work, 
ethics, and devotion to family and neighbors 
were in plentiful supply.
 They spoke with foreign accents; they 
observed religious customs and practices 
that were far removed from those of the 
majority of the residents; their foods and 
eating habits differed from their neighbors; 
and, to some extent, they generally differed 
in their physical appearance. Socially, a 
division remained, but the buffer did not 
extend into other elements of communal 
life.
 Business opportunities were afforded to 
the Jewish citizens, which enabled them to 
provide for their families and to contribute 
to the growth of the larger community. They 
became active participants in and supporters 
of the overall development and well-being 
of the towns in which they lived, and, in 
many cases, assumed leadership positions, 
both appointed and elected.
 In order to record and preserve 
this rich history, in 1977, the Southern 
Jewish Historical Society was formed to 
“foster scholarship about the experience 
of southern Jews.” One of its activities is 
the sponsorship of annual conferences at 
different locales. This past November, the 
2016 conference, hosted by the Goldring/

Woldenberg Institute of Southern Jewish 
Life, was based in Natchez, Mississippi, 
with visits to Jewish historical sites in 
Vicksburg, Mississippi, and the building 
in Port Gibson, Mississippi, that was the 
former Temple Gemiluth Chassed, the 
oldest surviving synagogue structure in the 
state.
 From a historical perspective, this 
conference, as with past conferences, was 
a wonderful opportunity to focus on the 
evolution and development of America, 
from a brick-and-mortar view as well as 
with a cultural insight. For me, it had a 
particular attraction, as I had been raised in 
Mississippi as the son of immigrant parents 
who had owned a retail store.
 Hearing the presentations, visiting 
historical sites directly involved with 
Jewish life over the decades and centuries, 
and witnessing evidence of the Jewish 
involvement in the general communal life 
was a chance for my senses to absorb the 
past. But what also is evident is that we 
are witnessing a slowly eroding Jewish 
presence. Just as in my case, where there 
had been four siblings, all immigrants,  
who had settled in our town, married and 
operated three different businesses, now, 
within a generation, there were no family 
members left living there.
 It might seem strange, but rather 
than being saddened by the prospect of a 
dwindling, active Jewish population in the 
citizenry, I was struck with a feeling of 
appreciation and elation.
 For centuries, we had been restricted 
in the work we could do and where we 
could live; we had had our possessions 
taken; and we had been forced to move 
from place to place; but in America, these 
shackles of bigotry had been loosened and 
doors of opportunity had been opened. 
The diminution of the Jewish population 
in certain locales is reflective of economic 
opportunities, and it is evident in the total 
population, not just the Jewish. What is 
different for the Jews, however, is that this 
time the migration is voluntarily being 
made.
 This narrative has been recounted in 
many places, many times. Walter Buchman, 
a friend, recently sent me a copy of an 
April 14, 2017, posting on Rex Nelson’s 
blog, “Southern Fried Chicken,” entitled 

“The wisdom of Solomon,” which did a 
wonderful job of capturing the activity and 
tenor of this. The narrative can be located at 
rexnelsonsouthernfried.com/?p=8583, and I 
heartily recommend it. 
 The article is a tribute to David Solomon, 
a third-generation citizen of Helena, 
Arkansas, who passed away on March 23, 
2017, at the age of 100. Not only is this 
piece a tribute to Mr. Solomon, but equally 
important is its anthropological picture of 
the melding of the Jewish population with 
the non-Jewish citizenry. It is also the story 
of a town that at, one time, had 100 Jewish 
families as residents and now did not have 

enough Jews to continue maintaining their 
synagogue.
 I still have a personal tug back to 
the town in which I grew up. With my 
grandfather’s, parents’, aunts’, and uncles’ 
graves in the Jewish cemetery in the town, I 
still feel a vested citizenship in community.
 Hitler wanted to build The Museum 
of an Extinct Race, to house artifacts from 
Jews and Jewish culture that he planned to 
eradicate. This SJHS convention, as well as 
past gatherings, celebrates and affirms the 
involvement, existence, and contributions 
Jews have made to society in general and 
recognizes the uniqueness of opportunity 
that has been afforded them.

Thanks for opportunity — that’s all we wanted
BY Marvin
      Botnick

Temple B’nai Israel plaque, Natchez Temple B’nai Israel Ark Anshe Chesed plaque, Vicksburg

 Temple Kol Emeth will host Noshfest, 
September 3-4, in the congregation’s 
parking lot, at 1415 Old Canton Road, in 
Marietta.
 Noshfest enters its seventh year 
celebrating Jewish food and culture by 
showcasing delicacies and activities 
unique to our heritage and bringing 
together members of Cobb County’s 
diverse community in a fun, two-day 
festival. 
 Enjoy delicious food from around the 
world and browse booths featuring unique 
crafts and goods. Learn about the Jewish 
culture through interactive exhibits and 
tour the sanctuary with a member of the 
ritual committee. 
 There are events for children, 

including a kid’s zone, complete with 
inflatables, games, face painting, and a 
petting zoo with a camel.
 This year, Noshfest will feature 
a Krav Maga Israeli martial arts and 
self-defense demonstration. Festival 
highlights include a bagel-eating contest, 
cooking demonstrations, dancing, and 
live music. 
 Admission for the event is two 
canned goods per family, which will be 
donated to MUST Ministry’s effort to 
feed the hungry in Atlanta. 
 Festival hours are Sunday, 
September 3, 11:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m., 
and Monday, September 4, 11:00 a.m.-
4:00 p.m. For more information, visit 
noshfest.com, or call 770-973-3533.

Noshfest now in its seventh year
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 In August, Jewish Educational Loan 
Fund (JELF) will celebrate its 141-year 
history with the opening of “The Legacy 
of the Hebrew Orphans’ Home: Educating 
the Jewish South since 1876,” an interactive 
exhibition that will be on display at The 
Breman Museum through January 2018. 
JELF is partnering with The Breman 
Museum, The Temple, and Kennesaw State 
University for this exciting enterprise. 
 Exhibition curator Dr. Catherine Lewis, 
of Kennesaw State University, along with 
JELF staff and volunteers, combed JELF’s 
archives and the files of its predecessors, 
the Hebrew Orphans’ Home and Jewish 
Children’s Services, all of which are 
housed at The Breman, to put together a 
fascinating look at the oldest non-profit in 
the state of Georgia. The exhibit provides 
both a look into the history of the Atlanta 
Jewish community and the roots of Jewish 
benevolence in the South. 
 In 1889, the doors to the Hebrew 
Orphans’ Home first facility opened at 
478 Washington Street, in downtown 
Atlanta, not far from where Turner Field 
is located. The orphanage was started 
by a group of men (many of whom were 
members of The Temple), as well as Simon 
Wolf of Washington D.C., an influential 
businessman, who submitted a resolution 
to finance it. The Home’s first endowment 
fund was established by Simon Wolf and 
others in 1901. 
 The Home served nearly 60 Jewish 
children, ages four to 18, from all over B’nai 
B’rith’s Fifth District (District of Columbia, 
Maryland, Georgia, North Carolina, South 
Carolina, and Virginia), who had lost one 
or both of their parents. More than just a 
placement facility, the Home served as a vital 
presence in these children’s lives, attending 
to their general health, education, religious 

Exhibition traces the story of JELF from its 
beginnings as the Hebrew Orphans Home

studies, acquisition of life skills, and even 
their long-term well-being. Atlanta resident 
Dr. Stephen Garber has strong memories 
of the stories he was told by his father, Al 
Garber, as well as his aunts, Janet Garber 
Goldstein and Freida Garber Nadel, all of 
whom grew up at the Home and attended 
religious school at The Temple. 
 In 1908, President Theodore Roosevelt 
advocated that orphaned children not be 
institutionalized, but rather placed with 
relatives or in another family environment. 
By 1930, all of the children living in the 
Hebrew Orphans’ Home had been placed 
with foster care families, and the residence 
facility closed. The name of the organization 
was changed to Jewish Children’s Services 
(JCS), to better reflect its new mission. 
JCS continued funding and overseeing the 
foster home placements of Jewish children 
throughout the same five-state region it had 
always served.
 After World War II, JCS helped the new 
wave of European immigrants who came to 
the South, such as Heinz “Henry” Birnbrey. 

Postcard of the Hebrew Orphans’ Home, circa 1920 Children from the Hebrew Orphans’ Home on a field trip 
at the Loew’s Theatre in Atlanta, circa 1931

In 1936, at 13 years of age, Henry came to 
Birmingham as a refugee from Germany 
and was placed in the foster care system. 
Henry lived with several foster parents, first 
in Birmingham and then Atlanta. JCS was 
responsible for his care and well-being from 
1936 through 1943, when he was drafted 
into the military. 
 Along with Dr. Stephen Garber, Henry 
will be one of JELF’s featured panelists at 
the grand opening of the exhibition, August 
24, starting at 6:00 p.m. Other panelists 
include Dr. Caroline Light, a Harvard 
professor and author, who wrote her 
dissertation on the Hebrew Orphans’ Home 
and has spent decades studying Jewish 
benevolence in the South, and Sherry Frank, 
the former, longtime executive director of 
the Atlanta Jewish Committee, a parent, and 
grandparent of JELF recipients. 
 Around 1961, JCS began assisting 
college students who struggled to fund their 
post-secondary education, supplementing 
their in-house JCS scholarships with assets 
from the original Simon Wolf Endowment 

Fund. A new committee was formed to 
establish guidelines for educational loans. 
It was decided that these educational loans 
would be interest-free and need-based, the 
same criteria that JELF upholds to this day. 
In 1989, the organization formally changed 
its name to the Jewish Educational Loan 
Fund to better reflect its new mission.
 Since the 1960s, JELF’s priority has 
been assuring that Jewish college-age 
students complete their degrees. Today, the 
organization serves hundreds of students 
each year who are pursuing their higher 
education. This exhibition will connect the 
dots for many who are unaware of JELF’s 
long history of community service. “Across 
three centuries, JELF has helped Jewish 
students in need achieve their full potential,” 
says Board President Marianne Garber. 
“We hope that many in the community 
and beyond will join us on August 24, or 
sometime throughout the fall, to learn more 
about this incredible movement.” 
 For more information about this 
exhibition, visit jelf.org/exhibit. 

By Barbara Krasnoff

The Daughter of Sherlock Holmes: A Novel 
By Leonard Goldberg
320 pages. Minotaur Books. $16.34; Kindle 
eBook, $12.99

 The Daughter of Sherlock Holmes: A 
Novel is Dr. Leonard Goldberg’s latest medical 
mystery. This one is full of murder, mayhem, 
and malfeasance, and will pique the interest of 
those captivated by Sherlock Holmes’ cutting-
edge ability to solve intriguing, difficult cases.
 Women readers will be fascinated by his 
protagonist, Joanna Blalock, a keen-minded, 
beautiful, and highly respected forensic 
pathologist. She exhibits characteristics of 
the famed detective—high IQ, quick wit, and 
that seemingly innate power of deduction. Her 

The Daughter of Sherlock Holmes — the next generation
character is strong, her interaction with others 
direct, and her tongue somewhat acerbic.
 Completing this particular investigative 
triumvirate are two men, father and son, the 
Drs. Watson, the senior gentleman, being 
the actual chronicler and cohort of Sherlock 
Holmes. A suicide, an open and closed case by 
Scotland-Yard standards and other detectives 
and barristers, arouses Joanna’s suspicions. 
She notices clues, which seem staged, and 
eyewitness accounts that are questionable. 
As the threesome delves into solving this 
mystery, more murders occur, and they meet 
unscrupulous, specious suspects. Surprising 
clues and incidents hearken back to the second 
Afghan War of 1878.
 The backdrop of The Daughter of 
Sherlock Holmes is modern-day London, 
including the flat on Baker Street. With the 

author’s vast medical knowledge, he is an 
able and believable storyteller. His medical 
descriptions are detailed, even bloody, but 
never overly gory. He draws realistic pictures 
of his English characters, as well as the streets, 
private clubs, and familiar London structures. 
He even manages to interject a bit of romance.
 This novel is an easy read. If you are a 
reader who appreciates being involved in the 
machinations of murder mysteries and how 
they are solved by a master, you will enjoy 
this ride along. Stepping into the shoes of 
Joanna Blalock is no easy feat. It is easy to 
imagine her as the new sleuth on “the telly,” 
with her own detective series.
 Dr. Leonard Goldberg is a native of 
Charleston, S.C., and now lives on Sullivan’s 
Island, a barrier island at the entrance to 
Charleston Harbor.
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 JScreen, the leader in at-home genetic 
screening for those of Jewish descent, has 
increased its testing panel from 100 to more 
than 200 disease genes that could affect a 
couple’s future children. JScreen, based in 
Emory University School of Medicine’s 
Department of Human Genetics, provides 
convenient, affordable access to help singles 
and couples throughout the United States 
plan for healthy families.
 One in three people of Jewish 
background are unknowingly carriers for 
at least one Jewish genetic disease. Within 
the spectrum of Jewish backgrounds, 
there are many common genetic diseases, 
including Tay-Sachs, thalassemia, spinal 
muscular atrophy, and others. With the 
expanded panel, JScreen can now identify 
more disease genes from people of different 
backgrounds. “The only way to know you are 
a carrier is to either have an affected child or 
get screened,” says Hillary Kener, director 

of National 
O u t r e a c h . 
“ J S c r e e n ’ s 
primary goal is 
to help people 
have healthy 
babies and to 
help ensure the 
health of future 
generations.”
    With JScreen, 
a non-profit 
i n i t i a t i v e , 

prospective parents have a unique 
opportunity to access screening at low cost. 

Participants register online for screening 
kits and mail their saliva samples to the lab 
for testing. JScreen’s test is significantly 
more comprehensive than other tests that 

can be ordered online. And, in contrast to 
other screening programs, JScreen functions 
under the direction of an MD specializing 
in genetics, and the cost includes genetic 

counseling via phone or secure video-
conference. Through genetic counseling, 
couples found to be at increased risk gain 
an understanding of their risks and available 
options to help them have healthy children.
 “Genetic testing alone is not enough,” 
says Karen Arnovitz Grinzaid, Emory 
Genetics faculty and JScreen’s executive 
director. “Counseling is a necessary part 

of the process. 
Labs that report 
results directly 
to consumers put 
people at risk for 
misinterpreting 
the information 
they need to make 
family planning 
decisions.”

    The JScreen 
test uses state-
of-the-art genetic 

sequencing technology to determine carrier 
status for diseases common in Jewish groups 
and in many other ethnic groups. In addition, 
JScreen’s test includes genetic conditions 
common to the general population, making 
the test applicable to everyone. With the 
focus on pre-conception testing, thousands 
of couples have gone on to have healthy 
babies, thanks to JScreen’s technology and 
services.
 Individuals or couples may request 
a screening kit and obtain additional 
information about the testing and counseling 
process at www.jscreen.org.

JScreen doubles its disease testing panel

Hillary Kener

Karen Arnovitz Grinzaid

 Let me tell you about my beautiful 
tapestry—at least as I visualize this 
magnificent work of art that no one can see 
or feel; not even I.
 When I was born in Shanghai, China, I 
was given a blank piece of canvas and two 
colored threads—one of my mother’s and 
the other of my father’s. My mother’s was 
probably a pale lilac silk, much like the color 
of her favorite flower, the pansy, and probably 
smelling like her best perfume, Miguet (Lily 
of the Valley), shpritzed on the handkerchief 
tucked into her bosom. Papa’s thread was 
probably of a coarse worsted wool, such as 
his suits were made from and which I used to 
say were so itchy when I sat on his lap.
 There were probably a few stitches 
there already, but faded soon after, of my 
grandparents who died in Russia when I was 
a baby, and none of whom I met. 
 Very soon, there were more and different 
threads, of other colors, entering my tapestry. 

My childhood friends: little timid stitches 
of our rabbi and rebbitzen neighbors’ two 
daughters, both overshadowed by their 
parents’ larger and stronger communal 
status; there was my friend, Dora, her vibrant 
colored thread just moving like the tornado 
she was, and how steadily her stitches plowed 
their way over the decades throughout my 
tapestry; another friend, Marge, with whom 
I played in the park as kiddies—her vibrant 
color, probably a bright red, such as the 
Spaniard she was, has danced in and out of 
the canvas for the past 60-plus years as well. 
A bright velvet thread like that of my darling 
Anita’s sang its way into the brocade, only to 
be cut short, just like her life, in the midst of 
so many other bright hues. And those lovely 
threads of my parents’, after almost half a 
century of my life’s tapestry—these, too, 
were cut short.
 Life in the United States, in 1947, really 
added a host of new colors, those of new 
friends and classmates at the University 
of Georgia—and even now, most of these 
threads keep resurfacing in my tapestry, as I 
see alumni at the Ahavath Achim Synagogue 
and at the Marcus Jewish Community Center 
of Atlanta. In fact, I find more threads from 
fellow members of Hadassah, ORT, B’nai 
B’rith, City of Hope, and most recently, the 
newest batch of vibrant and interesting colors 

of my Russian immigrants.
 In the meantime, more lovely threads 
came into the tapestry—my husband Hans 
Mayer and our children, Sandy, Ronnie, and 
Laurie, all wove their enchanting threads 
into my now expanding tapestry. (And I now 
adore the bright colors of my grandchildren, 
Erica, Scott, and Tommy.) Of course, there 
are lots of new threads of my new friends 
and neighbors from Hawkinsville, Georgia, 
where we lived.
 Many years ago, Hans’ thread was 
cut short in the prime of his life, and later, 
when I married Bernie Dudman, his and 
his children’s colored threads enhanced the 
vivid patterns of the tapestry. Soon, Bernie’s 
enchanting and bright strokes were cut short, 
as well. And 15 years ago, Nate Levine 
brought his light and bold colors into my 
artwork, when his and his family’s brightly 
colored threads entered my tapestry, too. 
Recently, his majestic stitches came to an 
abrupt halt and disappeared from my brocade 
as well. 

 Every two years, we hold an Old China 
Hands reunion—those of us born and raised 
in China. Over a thousand people come from 
all over the world, all joyously hugging, 
kissing, and reminiscing about old times, 
of our Camelot that is no more. Well, my 
tapestry really comes alive then...all the tiny 
stitches that entered my canvas when I was a 
child in Shanghai, most of which have been 
unseen for almost half a century, suddenly 
come to life in a burst of color, in bright 
patterns, exquisite lights and marvelous 
textures, then fade back into the tapestry. In 
another two years, all the stitches will dance 
their way across the canvas again.
 I am in the last quarter of my work of 
art, and the canvas is full of stitches of every 
kind, inching their way across my magnificent 
brocade. Sometimes I lose a thread or two, 
but I pray to the Almighty to keep filling my 
tapestry with threads of family and friends to 
the end of my days.
 If I happen to be in your tapestry, I 
hope I have a steady, bright little thread, just 
weaving in and out of your individual and 
very beautiful work of art. Why don’t you 
sit back some time and imagine your very 
own tapestry of life. Think of all the brilliant 
threads that represent all the very special 
people in your life. You will be truly amazed.
 God bless America.

This is reprinted from the November-
December 2011 issue of The Jewish 
Georgian.

My beautiful tapestry
BY Balfoura
   “Bo” Levine
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Schwartz on Sports
BY Jerry
    Schwartz

100 COLUMNS OF SCHWARTZ ON 
SPORTS. Certain numbers always seem to 
stand out as milestones in our lives. As a child, 
it could be your 13th birthday, when you are 
bar or bas mitzvahed; or your “sweet 16,” if 
you’re a teenage girl; or when you turn 16 and 
get your driver’s license. Another big one is 18, 
when you can vote. And, of course, there’s your 
21st birthday. In marriage, there are milestone 
anniversaries, like the 10th, 25th, and 50th. 
Most people retire after they’ve been on the job 
for 25 or 30 years. 
 Yes, milestones are important markers in 
our lives. Well, one has come along that may be 
not quite as important as those I’ve mentioned, 
but is still significant to me. 
 This edition of “Schwartz on Sports” is 
the 100th column I’ve written for The Jewish 
Georgian. I remember Sam Appel calling me 
one Sunday morning, in January of 2001, and 
asking if I would be interested in writing a 
column relating to the Jewish sports scene in 
Georgia. I had known and played basketball 
with Sam in the Marcus Jewish Community 
Center of Atlanta (MJCCA) — the “J” Men’s 
League since 1966. I was flattered that he 
asked and immediately said yes. I even had the 
column title in mind: “Schwartz on Sports.” 
 My first column came out in the January-
February 2001 Jewish Georgian. It was titled, 
“New Kid on the Block.” Well, this kid has 
been around the block a few times. I never 
imagined I would find enough ideas to continue 
for 16 years, but they came surprisingly easily, 
thanks to all the sports programs related to the 
MJCCA, Edgewise activities, our Basketball 
Bunch at Lunch, pickleball tournaments, 
Maccabi Games, synagogue and charity 
activities, Georgia Golden Olympics, and 
National Senior Games. I got lots of leads 
from guys like Hal Krafchick, Sid Stein, Sam 
Appel, Gene Benator, and others I’d see at the 
“J.” I’ve done individual profiles on tennis 
players, media personnel, women in sports, 
runners, artists, baseball fans, sports collectors, 
umpires and referees, father-son and brother-
brother combinations, coaches, fitness experts, 
captains, characters, and champions—and yes, 
I’ve included lots of family members’ athletic 
achievements. (There have to be some perks in 
writing your own column.)
 Along the way, I introduced some special 
features, such as “Where Are They Now Guys?” 
(I’m still trying to locate Joe Argentine.); 
“ABCs of Jewish Sports”; “I’ve Got Your 
Number”; “Good Sports Books”; “New Year’s 
Resolutions”; “Things I’m Thankful For”; 
“Observations From The Stationary Bike”; 
“Yiddish Terms and Sports”; “Things I’d Like 
To See”; “Movies and the Jewish Georgian 
Sports Scene”; “Finish The Quote”; “Givens”; 
“Life Lessons”; and “New Year Predictions.” 
 I’m tired just thinking about them, but glad 

I’m well-organized and have kept notebooks of 
the columns. It’s fun to go back to a certain year 
and reread them.
 There have been tributes along the way to 
guys who have been friends and teammates of 
mine and have passed away. The connections 
I’ve made at the “J” are memorable and lasting. 
And yes, I’ve collected notes, e-mails, and 
ideas from readers who have taken the time to 
contact me at drjsch7@comcast.net. I always 
appreciate hearing from readers—those for 
whom the column is written.
 I thank Marvin Botnick, Sam Appel, 
and Marsha LaBeaume for supporting and 
encouraging me. I also want to thank my wife, 
Nancy, who has provided her expertise on 
the computer and has typed every one of the 
columns. And I plan to continue “Schwartz 
on Sports” in the years ahead. And, yes, I will 
continue to sign off with “drive for the bucket 
and score.”

JACK HIRSCH MEMORIAL BREAKFAST. 
The Jewish National Fund (JNF) 14th 

Annual Jack 
Hirsch Memorial 
Breakfast took 
place May 2, Israel 
I n d e p e n d e n c e 
Day, at the Westin 
Perimeter North 
Hotel. Former 
Major League 
Baseball player 
Ron “Boomer” 
Blomberg was 
honored with the 
Cantor Isaac and 

Betty Goodfriend JNF Community Service 
Award.
 Ron Blomberg talked about his career in 
Major League Baseball. The dream of his life 
was to play for the Yankees, which he did from 
1969-1976. He is most famous for becoming 
the first designated hitter MLB history, in 1973. 
He talked about being a “proud Jew.” With one 
million Jews in New York City, you’ve got a 
great fan club. 
 He also talked about his days growing 
up in Atlanta. He was a standout football, 
basketball, and baseball player while at Druid 
Hills High School, in the late ‘60s. I remember 
going with Hal Krafchick to Georgia Tech’s 
Alexander Memorial Coliseum to see him 
in a state playoff game. I also remember him 
playing for a short time at the JCC on Peachtree 
Street and watching right fielders backing up to 
the left field fence on the adjacent field when he 
came to the plate. He could hit the ball a long 

way!
 The featured guest speaker, Russell 

Robinson, CEO, 
Jewish National 
Fund, talked 
about the work 
of one of the top-
rated charities in 
the United States 
and the leading 
o r g a n i z a t i o n 
for the land and 
people of Israel. 
“Dreams are just 
dreams, unless 
we do something 
about them,” said 
Robinson. “The 
world is a better 

place because of the land of Israel. They have 
seen their dreams fulfilled.”

TWO JEWISH GEORGIANS AT THE 
NATIONAL SENIOR GAMES. Stan Boose 
and I decided, during the summer of 2016, 
that we would compete in the National Senior 
Games, held in Birmingham, Alabama, in June 
of 2017. We had played doubles racquetball 
for a number of years at LA Fitness, against 
some really good competition, and decided to 
give it a try in the 75-79 age group. Our first 
obstacle was to win the gold at the Georgia 
Golden Olympics, in Warner Robins, which 
we accomplished in September of 2016, and 
then we had nine months to get ready for 
Birmingham. 
 In June, we were among 10,500 senior 
athletes, ages 50-95, who competed in 19 sports. 
It was the 30th anniversary of the National 
Senior Games and an exciting three days for 
us. It was extra special because my daughter, 
Mindy, son-in-law, Gary, and grandsons Jared 

and Seth live in Birmingham and are loyal fans. 
Of course, my wife, Nancy, was there to share 
the experience.
 I had previously played in six National 
Senior Games competitions in the 3X3 
half-court basketball, but this is my first in 
racquetball, a game I’ve played for more than 
55 years. A special experience was being 
able to reconnect with some of the guys I had 
previously played with and who were still 
competing in basketball. I got to see part of 
their game when I registered at the Convention 
Center. It was great seeing A.J. Johnson, Jimmy 
Pitts, Bill Ide, Paul Vickers, and James Daves. 
What a great group of guys!
 Stan and I won the bronze medal, and the 
team that beat us earlier won the gold. It was 
my first medal, although we had been close in 
basketball many times before. I have a special 
place to keep it. It was fun playing with Stan, 
who is an excellent player, and we will continue 
our racquetball days at LA Fitness. And it’s 
always fun sharing my experiences with The 
Jewish Georgian.

Bronze medal winners Jerry Schwartz 
and Stan Boose

 Until next time—in column 101—drive 
for the bucket and score.

Ron Blomberg

PICNIC FOR PEACE. Rabbi Chaim 
Neiditch, Jewish Students Union (JSU) 
executive director, was a keynote speaker 
at the Picnic for Peace, in Johns Creek. The 
event brought together Jews, Christians, and 
Muslims, to build bridges in the community, 
educate young people about peace and 
tolerance, and touch upon the recent rise 
in anti-Semitism. JSU of Atlanta had a 
sizable turnout, and JSU teen leaders from 
Johns Creek High School served in various 
capacities throughout the event to make it 
successful.

Teens at the Picnic for Peace and 
Rabbi Chaim Neiditch

RABBI NEIDITCH ADDRESSES 
GRADUATES. For the seventh time, Jewish 

Student Union Executive Director Rabbi 
Chaim Neiditch was selected to be the guest 
speaker at a public high school graduation 
baccalaureate. This year, he was the keynote 
speaker at the Centennial High School 
Graduation Baccalaureate Ceremony.
 Rabbi Neiditch charged the graduates 
with advice about setting life goals, believing 
in themselves, and the importance of treasuring 
family, especially parents and siblings.
 Parents were thrilled to have Rabbi 
Neiditch, a hero, role model, and mentor 
to hundreds of local teens, as the speaker. 
Moreover, they were very pleased that the 
organization they love, the Jewish Student 
Union, was an integral part of their children’s 
momentous occasion.

Rabbi Chaim Neiditch

 JSU News

Russell Robinson, 
CEO, Jewish 

National Fund
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Marcus Jewish Community Center of Atlanta | 5342 Tilly Mill Road, Dunwoody, GA 30338 | 678.812.4000 |      /MJCCA | atlantajcc.org 

YEAR-ROUND
SPORTS, FITNESS,

AND MORE
FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY

YEAR-ROUND
SPORTS, FITNESS,

AND MORE
FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY

INTRODUCTORY MONTHLY
MEMBERSHIP RATES*

*Introductory rate for the first three months of membership.

**Restrictions apply. Visit atlantajcc.org/specials for details.

membership@atlantajcc.org
678.812.4060

Individual: $29
Couple: $58
Family: $75

No Registration Fee!
Reduced Rates!

JoinToday &Try aSport for  FREE!** NO HOMEWORK.
 NO TESTS. 

KNOW JUDAISM.

Topics include Comparative Religions, the Cairo Geneza, 
Ethics of Jewish Living, and the Meaning of the Bible.

atlantajcc.org/brill

CLASSES 
BEGIN IN 
AUGUST!

 PRESCHOOL@ATLANTAJCC.ORG
ATLANTAJCC.ORG/INFANTS  •  678.812.3833

BUILDING CONFIDENCE, 

A LOVE OF LEARNING, AND 

LIFELONG FRIENDSHIPS

 NAEYC and SACS accredited 
Full- and half-day programs • 6 weeks – Pre-K

www.TowerWineSpirits.com

DORAVILLE
5877 Buford Hwy

770-458-3272

BUCKHEAD
2161 Piedmont Road

404-881-0902

Buy tickets now: http://towerlightswineauction.brownpapertickets.com
Email lindsay@towerwinespirits.com with any questions

THURS

AUGUST 2017

th

24
What: 

Tower Lights' Wine Auction
When: 

Thursday, August 24, 2017 
Where: 

The Estate, 3109 Piedmont Rd NE
Price: $50

Benefits Children's Healthcare and 
Other Atlanta Charities!
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back to
school
2017

Supplies, healthy snacks and more. Find 
everything on their list…

at A+ prices!

Elysium Black. 
The dark side of luxury.

Amsterdam Walk + 500 L-3 Amsterdam Ave + Midtown + 404/892-8294
Decatur Square + 117 East Court Square + Decatur + 404/370-3979

www.worthmorejewelers.com

The dark side of luxury.

A bold, new expression of love’s lasting promise: 
A band made entirely of black diamond resists scratching, 

lasts forever and maintains a sheen that never fades.
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Jewish GeorgianTHE

 On May 10, Jewish Family & Career 
Services (JF&CS) celebrated the grand 
opening of its completed campus. More 
than 250 guests joined the celebration and 
ribbon-cutting, taking staff-guided tours of 
the buildings and gardens. The state-of-the-
art campus helps JF&CS achieve two goals: 
providing specialized space for individuals 
with intellectual and developmental 
disabilities, and enhancing the counseling 
center to create an office environment that 
ensures maximum confidentiality and privacy. 
 The campaign to complete the campus 
was a community effort that spanned 
two years of planning, fundraising, 
designing, and building. Twenty-six 
foundations and 260 individuals and/
or families contributed to the effort. 
The capital campaign set a goal of $5.1 
million; in the end, the agency surpassed 
that goal to raise a total of $6.7 million. 
 “The investment made by so many 
literally will change lives,” said Rick 
Aranson, CEO of JF&CS. “These new 
facilities are going to allow us to offer 
the level of service our clients need, 
depend on, and deserve. The impact on 
their lives is going to be tremendous.”

JF&CS celebrates grand opening 
of completed campus

At the ribbon-cutting ceremony are Capital Campaign 
members (from left) Ann Kay, Michael Kay, Lois Blonder, 
Cherie Aviv, John Perlman, JF&CS CEO Rick Aranson, 
Dunwoody Mayor Denny Shortal, JF&CS President Michael 
Levy, Dunwoody City Councilwoman, Lynn Deutsch, and 
former JF&CS CEO Gary Miller

New JF&CS 
campus 
improves lives
By Cherie Aviv

 The new campus of Jewish Family 
& Career Services (JF&CS) is having a 
wonderful impact on participants, family 
members, staff, volunteers, and more. And 
I am so proud when I watch the hubbub and 
activity at this magnificent agency. 

The new JF&CS lobby (photo: 
Kenneth Greene) 

 The campaign to complete the campus 
started in 2014 for two main reasons. Our 
adults with intellectual and developmental 
disabilities were in a space that was 
inadequately serving their needs, and 

By Allison Glass

 There’s a reason why 260 individuals and 
26 foundations donated $6.7 million to Jewish 
Family & Career Services (JF&CS) (which, 
incidentally, had set a lesser goal of $5.1 million). 
When it comes to real estate, it’s all about location, 
location, location. When it comes to philanthropy, 
it’s all about reputation, reputation, reputation.
 I spoke to several board members, volunteers, 
and employees at the May 10 ribbon-cutting 
ceremony. The question was, “What is your 
motivation behind the support of JF&CS?” 
 Michael Levy, the current board president, 
said, “We’re in this for the community as a whole.” 
JF&CS serves both the Jewish and broader 
communities; many clients are not Jewish.

Rick Aranson
See GRAND OPENING, page 22

Impressive grand opening of 
Jewish Family & Career Services campus

Legacy of Leadership (photo: Kenneth Greene) 

(photo: Kenneth Greene) 

See LEADERSHIP, page 23 See IMPACT, page 22
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 Cherie Aviv and John Perlman led the 
campaign; Lois Blonder and Ann and Michael 
Kay served as honorary chairs. Cabinet 
members included Sheryl Blechner, Ellen 
Chalef, Judith Cohen, Amanda Cohn, Ina 
Enoch, Billie Greenberg, Etta Raye Hirsch, 
Scott Horowitz, Bruce Lindemann, and Lynn 
Redd. The groundbreaking ceremony was held 
on March 17, 2016. 
 The counseling center, which added 
3,000 square feet, has been renamed the 
Walter and Frances Bunzl Family Foundation 
Clinical Services Wing, in honor of the 
family that donated the funds to build it. The 
renovated wing has been outfitted with new, 
comfortable furnishings, soundproof walls, 
unisex bathrooms, lobby workstations where 
clients can retrieve insurance information, and 
multiple exits to ensure privacy. Children and 
adolescents now have their own waiting room, 
separate from adults, and new testing rooms, 
with adjustable desks that will accommodate 
children of varying ages. 
 Counseling services include a domestic 
violence support program, an addiction 
recovery and prevention program, and a 
big brother/big sister program, as well as 
counselors who work with children, adults, 
and seniors dealing with grief, loss, depression, 
anxiety, and other mental health issues. 
 The new IndependenceWORKS 
building, with 8,300 square feet, houses 

JF&CS’ Intellectual & Developmental 
Disabilities Services, which provides creative 
community engagement activities, customized 
employment training and placement, and 
lifestyle supports to participants. The previous 
facility was located in an office park in 
Chamblee. Individuals gain the skills to 
live full lives and work in meaningful jobs. 
IndependenceWORKS has an open floor 
plan, with lots of natural light, and includes 
a teaching kitchen, art room, laundry facility, 
and computer lab to teach life and work skills 
to participants. A dedicated sensory room 

expansion at this location was not a viable 
option. At the same time, while our clinicians 
and client services in our counseling division 
had stellar reputations for providing quality 
services, there was a need to provide a higher 
level of privacy and confidentiality. We felt 
our clients desired more and deserved the best 
that JF&CS can offer.
 After determining what was needed and 
securing the funds, it has been heartwarming to 
see the completed JF&CS campus and watch 
everything take place each time I visit. Recently, 
in driving up to IndependenceWORKS, the 
new building for individuals with intellectual 
and developmental disabilities, I witnessed 
the buzz of activity. The vans were lined 
up, and people had rain protection from the 
overhang. Participants were escorted out of 
vans into loving arms. On another day, I saw 
them outside, enjoying the surroundings, the 
gardens, and so much more. 
 The old building was in a business park, 
and there was no outdoor space. But at the 
new location, there is a spark in the air as 
staff and participants interact. They are here, 
visible on this campus, and part of what we do 
every day at JF&CS, providing care, hope, and 
opportunity.
 Not only has the new 
IndependenceWORKS building enhanced 
service delivery, but it also allows JF&CS to 
serve more individuals with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities.

 

Some of the important 
upgrades include a teaching 
kitchen and laundry; computer 
lab; separate, ADA-compliant 
restrooms with changing 
facilities; a sensory room; 
and flower gardens and the 
Giving Garden. There is now 
also a place for participants, 
staff, and family members to 
connect. Being side-by-side 
has increased communication 
among all. During the day, 
staff members can come over 
to say “Hi,” and when they 
do, they create smiles, and the 
individuals’ faces light up.
 “The building is 
incredible,” said LaWanda Crawl, director of 
Intellectual & Disabilities Services at JF&CS. 

“Simple things like going from 
two single bathrooms in our old 
building to spacious bathrooms 
for both men and women has 
made a world of difference. 
We are also excited about 
the computer lab to support 
individuals who are on the 
vocational track and looking 
to progress to employment. 
The sensory room will add 
an additional component of 
support for individuals who 
may experience heightened 
anxiety during their day.”
 Another major 
development is the new 

Walter and Frances Bunzl Family Foundation 
Clinical Services Wing, a core service delivery 

Grand Opening
From page 21

Rabbi Brad Levenberg, former JF&CS CEO Gary Miller, Anna Wilner, Frances 
Bunzl, Suzy Wilner, CEO Rick Aranson, and Rabbi Ron Segal (photo: Kenneth 
Greene) 

features state-of-the-art equipment to create 
an environment of calm for individuals 
experiencing stress. The building also 
includes the “Hub,” where participants start 
their day before going to jobs, field trips, or 
other activities. 
 IndependenceWORKS can hold up to 
100 people, more than doubling the capacity 
of the previous space. The customized 
employment program helps able participants 
prepare for jobs in the community. For adults 
in the program who have the ability and desire 
to work, it offers training, job search help, 

and support for employment-related issues.
 The completed campus also features 
four “named” gardens that create a park-like 
environment, providing opportunities to enjoy 
the sprawling landscape, as well as a Giving 
Garden, where vegetables are grown by 
volunteers, staff, and clients, to be distributed 
to individuals receiving JF&CS services. 
 In addition to counseling services and 
services for individuals with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities, JF&CS offers 
career services for job seekers and employers; 
older adults services, including geriatric care 
management; and, at the Ben Massell Dental 
Clinic, dental care for people who cannot 
afford it. 
 For more information about JF&CS’ 
entire array of services, call 770-677-9300, or 
visit JFCSatl.org. The main office is located at 
4549 Chamblee Dunwoody Road, in Atlanta.

The Giving Garden (photo: Counse 
Broders)

of counseling at JF&CS.
 One of the most important aspects of 
counseling is to make a client feel comfortable 
sharing personal information and feelings. To 
make that happen, there needs to be a warm 
and inviting space for someone to take a deep 
breath and build trust.
 The new counseling wing does just that. 
I have been in these offices with some staff 
members and a sense of calmness comes 
over me, so I can imagine what it does for the 
clients. 
 The new space for counseling makes 
clients feel welcomed, warm, and safe. It 
provides privacy and confidentiality. Others 
have shared that they feel valued because 
of what the agency and community did by 
investing in this area.
 In addition, the new counseling wing 
allows for better service delivery, because the 
entire counseling team is in one wing. That 
proximity allows team members to more easily 
connect and collaborate, thus better serving 
clients.
 “When I bring clients from the private 
waiting room to my office for a session, they 
often remark on how much more comfortable 
they are now in this new space,” Carly 
Sonenshine, a JF&CS counselor, said. “They 
have all appreciated the new space and feel the 
brightness only adds value to their session time 
here.”
 Everyone who supported the campaign 
should be proud that they helped make hope 
and opportunity happen. I am pleased that the 
support has given individuals and families an 
environment where they can be healthy and 
self-sufficient and ultimately thrive.

Impact
From page 21

The Hub in the new IndependenceWORKS building 
(photo: Counse Broders)

Clinical Services waiting room (photo: Counse 
Broders)
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made a mark in our community” says 
Breman volunteer Jeannette Zukor. “With 
his experience and hands-on approach, The 
Weinberg Center is in great hands.” 
 Rabbi Prass will oversee the 2017 
Bearing Witness series, featuring Holocaust 
survivors telling their remarkable stories, 
which will resume in September. The 
Weinberg Center will also be recruiting 
new docents starting in early fall. More 
information about docent training will be 
available in the coming weeks.

LUNCHTIME CULTURE SERIES. The 
Breman Museum, Center for Puppetry Arts, 
and High Museum of Art are partnering to 
bring Atlanta something new between 12 
noon and 1 p.m. The monthly program pairs 
two of the institutions for a conversation, 
performance, or tour experience from a new 
perspective. Each lunchtime program is free 
and lasts approximately 20 minutes, with 
time to explore the Museum’s exhibitions 
after the program. This program is made 
possible through generous support from The 
Home Depot Foundation. Visit TheBreman.
org for a complete schedule or for more 
information. 

 Ghila Sanders is the new acting director 
of The William Breman Jewish Heritage 
Museum. She assumed the role after 

Aaron Berger 
stepped down 
from the position 
of executive 
director, after 
five extraordinary 
years.
   Sanders, who 
was deputy 
director of The 
Breman Museum, 
has been with the 
organization since 
2013. Previously, 

she was programming and events manager 
at the Jewish Museum in Rome, Italy. Ms. 
Sanders brings to this new role a deep 
passion and commitment to The Breman, its 
mission, and its future. 
 “Ghila is an exceptional choice as acting 
director,” says Board Chair Craig Frankel. 

“Since joining the 
Breman in 2013, 
she has accepted 
p r o g r e s s i v e l y 
l a r g e r 
responsibilities, 
most recently as 
the museum’s 
deputy director. 
She has a strong 
r e l a t i o n s h i p 
with the staff, is 
well connected 

 Other members had more personal 
reasons for supporting this group. They 
shared stories of family members with 
special needs that have blossomed as a 
result of the vast number of programs 
offered. But every person I spoke with 
used the word “inspirational.” 
 Upon taking a tour of the Walter 
and Frances Bunzl Family Foundation 
Clinical Services Wing and new 
IndependenceWORKS building, I noticed 
an ambiance of serenity, cleanliness, 
great attention to detail, and extreme 
consideration and respect regarding the 
privacy and confidentiality of the clients. 
The Giving Garden has raised beds so 
that individuals in wheelchairs can access 
the plants. The counseling rooms have 
state-of-the art soundproofing. There are 
now multiple entrances and exits making 
clients much more comfortable regarding 
their privacy. Simply put, the design of 

Leadership
From page 21

Breman Museum News

Ghila Sanders

the new campus is as professional as the 
services offered, with a staff that has had 
very little turnover, due to the great pride 
they take in being part of an agency that 
has been in Atlanta for more than 125 
years.
 To truly understand and appreciate 
this organization, I encourage you to visit 
JFCSatl.org. If you’ve been looking for 
a worthy cause or an opportunity to be a 
volunteer, look no further. In 2016, more 
than 1,000 people volunteered their time. 
 I personally became a volunteer 
with JF&CS’ One Good Deed program. 
I am a companion to Helen, a 94-year-
old woman I see at least twice a month. 
What’s really amazing is that our roles 
are reversed. Helen seems more like a 
companion to me, passing on her words 
of wisdom, and teaching my friends and 
me to play canasta! I feel very lucky to 
have Helen in my life.
 Jewish Family & Career Services 
affects thousands of lives in Atlanta, with 
a vision of making hope and opportunity 
happen regardless of age, race, religion, 
national origin, or ability to pay.

JF&CS lobby greets visitors with inspiration (photo: Kenneth Greene) 

within the Jewish community, and is 
highly regarded among her peers. With 
her help and Aaron’s, the board identified 
immediate priorities for the coming months, 
including developing a strategic plan to 
guide our key decision making, improving 
communications, and filling key leadership 
positions. We all agreed that Ghila is the 
right person to lead the organization while it 
addresses these and other important issues.”
 At the same time, The Breman Board 
is forming a search committee to recruit a 
permanent director. “We are refining the 
position description,” says Lori Shapiro, 
vice chair of the board and head of the search 
efforts. “But it is certain that the committee 
will comprise a strong cross-section of the 
community, including Holocaust survivors, 
community leaders, and, of course, current 
museum stakeholders.” 
 Following the retirement of Liliane 
Kshensky Baxter, PhD, in April, The 

Breman also 
appointed Rabbi 
Joe Prass interim 
director of The 
Weinberg Center 
for Holocaust 
Education. Rabbi 
Prass joined The 
Breman in 2015, 
showing creative 
a p p r o a c h e s 
to Holocaust 
Education and 

Jewish communal engagement. 
 “Joe’s gift as an educator has already 

Rabbi Joe Prass

Board Chair 
Craig Frankel

Lunchtime Culture program held at the 
Center for Puppetry Arts

Graduating class from 
the 2017 Summer 
Institute on Teaching 
The Holocaust. This 
week-long, multi-
disciplinary seminar 
presented by the 
Weinberg Center for 
Holocaust Education 
at The Breman 
Museum prepares 
educators across the 
Southeast to teach 
about the Holocaust.

Amanda Williams, teaching artist at the 
High Museum of Art, speaking at the 
Lunchtime Culture program held at the 
Center for Puppetry Arts on July 21
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YOUNG SCHOLARS. Seven Epstein 
School seventh-graders scored high enough 
on the ACT to receive recognition from 
the Duke University Talent Identification 
Program. The Duke TIP is the largest of its 
kind in the nation, with 6,000 participating 
junior high and middle schools in a 
16-state region. Moira Poh received Grand 
Recognition; the rest received State Level 
recognition. Ralph Liniado, Mo Zibitt, 
and Joshua Sampson received entrance 
to the Academy and Center for Summer 
Studies. Pictured: (back, from left) Aaron 
Bock, Ralph Liniado, Jaron Holzer, Gabriel 
Kadoori, and Max Pargman; and (front) 
Moira Poh, Gabrielle Rosenfeld, Joshua 
Sampson, Mo Zibitt, and Salo Szumstein
 
STEM AT WEBER. During The Weber 
School’s first-ever STEM (Science, 

Technology, Engineering, and Math) Night, 
the third floor was transformed into a 
bustling network of interactive laboratories, 
as Weber students led demonstrations 
for visitors and showcased the practical 
applications of STEM. While exploring 
more than 20 exhibits and demonstrations, 
such as the one shown here, parents and 
students joined together for activities such 
as building tetrahedrons, cracking safes, 
racing 3-D printed cars, and making ice-
cream.

RECORD GROWTH. Weber is set to 
experience record growth for 2017-2018. 
Preparations are underway to accommodate 
more than 270 students and a record 
freshman class of more than 70 students. 
Juniors Rachel Kaplan, Mallory Nathan, 
and Mollie Schwarz have spearheaded 
several initiatives to expand the Student 

Ambassador program and increase 
communication with new students. As 
shown here, there is something to be said 
about students who are so happy at Weber 
that they’re personally invested in attracting 
new students. 

VALEDICTORIAN AND SALUTATORIAN. 
The Weber School’s 2017 Salutatorian 
Rebecca (Becca) Simonoff (left) and 
Valedictorian Rivka (Becky) Arbiv have 
earned their honors through four years of 
hard work, dedication, love for academics, 
their Jewish community, and helping others, 
a reflection of Weber School values. 

STAR STUDENT. The Professional 
Association of Georgia Educators recognizes 
the senior from each participating high 

school who achieves the highest SAT score 
on any single test date of the three-part SAT 
and is in the top 10 percent or among the 
top 10 students in his or her class, based 
on grade-point average. This year, Weber’s 
Student Teacher Achievement Recognition 
program student is Ross Williams (pictured). 
The STAR program honors Georgia’s 
outstanding high school seniors and the 
teachers who have been most instrumental 
in their academic development. Ross 
chose Technology Instructor Dr. Michael 
Chalmers as his STAR teacher. 

MAJOR MILESTONE. Torah Day School 
of Atlanta (TDSA) kindergarten students 
(pictured) recently celebrated their Aleph 
Bais Siyum. These students have mastered 
the Hebrew letters; most know the nikudot 
(vowels) and are blending the sounds to 
make words. 

SOMETHING TO CELEBRATE. Amid a 
song-filled production, showcasing much 
acquired knowledge, TDSA kindergarten 
students (pictured) celebrated their Aleph 
Bais Siyum with family, friends, and 
classmates.

CLASS OF 2017. The Epstein School bid a fond farewell to its eighth-grade students 
(pictured). After a welcome from Head of School Dr. David Abusch-Magder, words of hope 
for the future were offered by Marty Kogon, a former president of the Jewish Federation 
of Greater Atlanta, and Rabbi Joshua Heller delivered the D’var Torah. Nolan Goldklang, 
Epstein’s eighth-grade Knesset president, spoke eloquently and gave parting words to the 
class of 2017. Myrna Rubel, Middle School principal, provided the class with advice and 
presented the class gift. As with many milestone events at Epstein, there was singing and 
dancing.

COLLEGE ACCEPTANCE. Members of The Weber School’s class of 2017 (pictured) 
have been accepted to a variety of colleges and universities, including Brandeis, Georgia 
Tech, University of Texas, University of Southern California, College of William and 
Mary, Duke, University of Massachusetts, and the Fashion Institute of Technology. Dean 
of College Advising Joy Gray Prince collaborates with students and their families, then 
counsels students individually to focus on finding the colleges that best suit them and their 
individual strengths, allowing each student to find his or her own niche and succeed.
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PROUD GRADUATES. Eighth-grade 
graduation from TDSA showcased each 
student, as well as his or her achievements 
and fondest TDSA memories. Top photo: 
eighth-grade girls; bottom photo: eighth-
grade boys

A SPECIAL ACHIEVEMENT. TDSA 
second-grade boys in Rabbi Moshe Hiller’s 
class celebrated the milestone of completing 
parshas Vayeira with a gala siyum. The boys 
took turns reading (pictured) posukim from 
the parsha (weekly Torah portion), exuding 
confidence, fluency, and comprehension 
beyond their years. 

CONTEST WINNERS. TDSA students 
participated in a Chidon Ha Tanach (Bible 
contest). Pictured are two of the winners. 
The contest is sponsored by the Mildred 
May Foundation.

NUMBER CRUNCHERS. Davis Academy 
math students (pictured) were recognized 
for high achievement in the Online Math 
League, Continental Math League, and 
Spring Noetic Math competition. Online 
Math League standouts include Brett 
Satisky (98th percentile out of 1,000+ third-
graders), Wendell Rogers (95th percentile 
out of 1,000+ fourth-graders), and Jordan 

Frank (98th percentile out of 1,200+ fifth-
graders). Peyton Frank tied for 26th place in 
the country for third grade in the Continental 
Math League. Ezrah Mahle, Jordan Frank, 
Brett Satisky, Peyton Frank, Gabrielle 
Swartz, and Tyler Swartz made the National 
Honor Roll for the Spring Noetic Math 
competition.

MAKING A DIFFERENCE. Members 
of The Davis Academy Middle School 
Leadership Training Institute were honored 
to attend and sing Hatikvah, at the 2017 
Annual Friends of the Israel Defense Forces 
Atlanta Gala Dinner, in May. Sammy Effron 
(from left), Sammy Finkelstein, Ori Gal, 
Amalia Haviv, Maya Lewis, and Matan Gal 
represented The Davis Academy to show 
their love for Israel and celebrate the work 
of the FIDF.

C-SPAN STUDENTCAM PRIZE 
WINNERS. Davis Academy eighth-graders 
Charlie Janko (left) and Matthew Aronin 
were presented with an Honorable Mention 
award for their C-SPAN StudentCam video 
project, “The Threat is Real: The Need for 
CyberSecurity,” by C-SPAN StudentCam 
representative Jenae Green. Fulton County 
Commissioner Bob Ellis, Sandy Springs 
Councilman John Paulson, and Daniela 
Perry, field representative for U.S. Senator 
Johnny Isakson, were also in attendance 

to offer congratulations. This marks Davis 
Academy’s ninth win in the five years 
students have submitted entries for the 
program.

LION PRIDE. The Davis Academy Track 
& Field team (pictured), led by Coach Matt 
Barry and Coach Sean Coffey, ended the 
season on a high note, breaking multiple 
school records at the Metro Atlanta Athletic 
Conference Track and Field Championship 
meet. The boys’ team took home a trophy, 
finishing second place overall, and the girls’ 
team finished in fifth place overall.

FOLLOW YOUR PASSION. The Davis 
Academy welcomed alumnus Max Miller 
(pictured), Class of 2003, to address the 
class of 2017 at the eighth-grade graduation 
ceremony, in the new Rosenberg Performing 
Arts Theatre. It is the first graduation to be 
held on the new stage. Miller, who recently 
joined Temple Emanu-El as a junior rabbi, 
encouraged the graduates to follow their 
passions and pursue their dreams. 

FUN WITH CIRCUITS. Kindergarten and 
fifth-grade students at Davis team up to 

construct light sabers out of paper circuits. 
Pictured are “Jedi” makers Emma Gluzman 
and Emily Hoff.

ISRAEL MEMORIAL DAY. In honor of 
Yom HaZikaron, Atlanta Jewish Academy 
(AJA) Lower and Upper schools gave 
presentations to their peers about fallen 
soldiers, as shown here. At both schools, 
the Israeli flag was lowered, followed by a 
moment of silence. At the Lower School, 
eighth-graders presented the flag to the 
students in the third- through seventh-
grades. At the Upper School, there were  
presentations by students and teachers. 
Both campuses had the privilege of hearing 
presentations from Michal Wise, Israeli 
consulate representative, and Gad and Chana 
Levi, who spoke about their son, Shilo Levi 
z’’l, who perished in the helicopter disaster 
of 1997.

ISRAEL INDEPENDENCE DAY. Yom 
Ha’aztmaut was a joyous day at AJA’s 
Northland Drive and Raymond Drive 
campuses. From the opening song, Daglanut, 
to end of the day, AJA’s students (pictured) 
were engaged, happy, and well fed. They 
danced, created, sang, and learned. At the 
upper school, the students expressed their 
spirit through games, interactive lessons, 
and costumes. 

DAY OF REMEMBRANCE. In observance 
of Yom HaShoah, AJA students (pictured) 
from the Middle and Upper schools gave 
presentations to their peers. The seventh-
graders spoke about events of the Holocaust 
and survivors in their families, and they 

See CLASS NOTES, page 26
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Class Notes
From page 25

performed a dance. Upper School students 
gave presentations on different people 
who perished in the Holocaust but made 
lasting artistic contributions. Students lit six 
candles in remembrance.

GUEST SPEAKER. AJA hosted Rabbi Dov 
Lipman at both the Middle and Upper School 
campuses, where he spoke to students. 
Rabbi Lipman (pictured, left) was elected 
to the 19th Knesset in 2013, becoming the 
first U.S.-born member of the Knesset in 30 
years. He shared his journey from new Oleh 
to active player on the Israeli political scene 
and took questions from the students. 

RECOGNITION AND GRADUATION 
SPEAKER. AJA graduated 22 students at the 
Upper School commencement ceremony. 
Twenty of the students will go to Israel to 
study or join the Israel Defense Forces. 
Middle schoolers marked their promotion 
to high school with a recognition ceremony. 
Martin Lowenberg was the featured speaker 
at both ceremonies. A Holocaust survivor 
whose parents and younger twin brothers 
were killed by the Nazis, he spoke about 
the importance of being Jewish and the 
unbreakable bonds among Jews of the 
past, present, and future. Pictured: Mr. 
Lowenberg presented a handmade mezuzah 
to Rabbi Leubitz.

 Twenty-six faculty members from 
universities and colleges across the 
U.S. took part in Jewish National Fund 
and Media Watch International’s 2017 
Faculty Fellowship Summer Institute 
in Israel. This fully paid, once-in-a-
lifetime intensive program is for full time 
U.S.-based academics from recognized 
learning institutions. 
 Included in this year’s trip, which 
took place June 1-14, were two local 
academics: Professor Gary Grossman, 
Forestry and Natural Resources, 
University of Georgia, and Associate 
Professor Zhaohui Qin, Biostatistics and 
Bioinformatics, Emory University. 
 Other participating U.S. institutions 
this year were Stevens Institute of 
Technology, West Virginia University, 
Vanderbilt University, University of 
California Davis, University of Southern 
California, University of Missouri, San 
Jose State University, DePaul University, 
Illinois State University, University of 
Florida, Lincoln University, George 
Mason University, Oakland University, 
University of Chicago, Ohio State 
University, and New Mexico State 
University. 
 Participants traveled throughout 
Israel, meeting professors with similar 

research interests, with the goal of 
developing collaborations and research 
projects, co-authoring articles, and 
establishing faculty and student exchange 
programs. 
 They met Israelis from all walks of 
life, heard from a variety of speakers, 
and were exposed to contemporary 
Israeli society, culture, historical sites, the 
people, and the way of life in Israel. They 
also met with professionals and experts in 
government, industry, education, media, 
and other sectors, to understand the 
many facets of Israel’s evolving national 
and international policies. They gained a 
deeper awareness of Israel as a “start-up-
nation,” its success in water innovation, 
and how the country addresses regional 
and global challenges. 
 A 2011 alumnus, Dr. Michael 
Goodman, associate professor, Department 
of Epidemiology, Emory University, and 
Dr. Lital Keinan-Boker, University of 
Haifa, have gone on to have a successful 
collaboration. Dr. Keinan-Boker presented 
their first project, “Trends in the Incidence 
of Female Breast Cancer in Jewish and 
Arab Women in Israel,” at the annual 
Living Beyond Breast Cancer conference, 
in Atlanta; she has since lectured at Emory 
University. 

American professors take part 
in summer institute in Israel

Professors collaborate during the 2017 Faculty Fellowship Summer 
Institute in Israel

 The accomplishments of The Weber 
School’s Becky Arbiv have been well-
documented for the past four-plus years. 
After all, Arbiv is now a three-time state 
champion in the pole vault. She defended 
her state title this summer, jumping 13’6.5’’ 
for the best jump of the entire state meet by 
girls of all classifications. She thus holds the 
Georgia High School Association (GHSA) 
state meet record in that event. 
  Arbiv’s vault was not alone in her 
dominance at the state meet. She also won 
the high jump and placed third in the triple 
jump. Her sister, Ariel, took second in the 
pole vault—jumping 11’6”. The two girls 

Weber and Davis athletes soar to new heights in track and field
amassed 34 points while placing sixth in 
the state as a team. Those 34 points were 
the most ever scored by The Weber School 
in a state track meet. Yes, the dynamic duo 
of Arbivs put on quite a show!
  “The state might never see another 
month where student-athletes in the Jewish 
community are so dominant in the sport of 
track and field,” said Matthew Barry, head 
track coach at The Davis Academy and an 
assistant at Pole Vault Atlanta. “The Weber 
School had an outstanding showing for its 
first GHSA state meet, and they will only get 
stronger as more kids with strong track and 
field backgrounds are attending from other 
Jewish day schools—Davis, especially. 
What Becky and Ariel Arbiv did at the state 
meet is unprecedented. No siblings have 
ever been so successful at a national level 
than they have been in the pole vault.” 
 On the boys’ side, Jake Rubin of North 
Springs vaulted 13’6” to take third in the 
state meet. Finally, in the middle school 
division, The Davis Academy athletes 
turned in some outstanding performances. 
Eighth graders Emma Tessler, Nicholas 
West, and Tyler McMahon competed in the 
middle school state meet. Tessler placed 
eighth in the high jump, leaping 4’6”; 
McMahon vaulted 8’2”, placing eighth; 
West jumped 11’10” to win the state meet. 
West’s jump of 11’10” was the second best 
in Georgia state history, and he and Tessler, 
respectively, went their entire eighth-grade 
year undefeated in these events.Ariel Arbiv, Becky Arbiv, and 

Mackenzie Gignilliat (The Walker 
School)

Nick West clearing 11’10” Emma Tessler, Coach Matthew Barry, 
Nick West, and Tyler McMahon
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By Ruben Stanley

 It seems as though certain people have an 
innate predilection to not only favor equality 
of treatment, opportunity, and safety, but to 
also actively support and advocate for such 
principles.
 Janice Rothschild Blumberg is such a 
person.
 But this is not surprising, as it is a quality 
that has been bequeathed to her by family 
members through the decades. In a piece that 
appeared in Volume 9 of the Southern Jewish 
History publication, Blumberg writes about 
her great grandmother Sophie Weil Browne, 
whom she describes as a “doer and motivator,” 
and her involvement in a myriad of civic and 
social-advocacy organizations, including 
the Woman Suffrage Association, National 
Council of Jewish Women, National League 
of Women Voters, Columbus (Georgia) City 
Federation of Women’s Clubs, and work with 
new immigrants. Mrs. Browne, like her great 
granddaughter, was the wife of a rabbi.
 Throughout her life, Blumberg has been 
a fearless advocate for the downtrodden, 
persecuted, and disadvantaged, and she has 
been a tireless worker for and supporter of 
Jewish organizations and causes. With her first 
husband, Rabbi Jacob M. Rothschild of The 
Temple in Atlanta, in the face of much criticism 
and personal danger, she took an active part in 
fighting segregation and did not stint on public 
acts of denunciation.
 In a like manner, she was an equal partner 
in her husband’s support for the creation and 
existence of the State of Israel. When Rabbi 
Rothschild assumed the pulpit of The Temple 
in Atlanta in 1946, the dark cloud of the Leo 
Frank tragedy still hovered over the psyche of 
his congregation. In addition, the establishment 
of a Jewish state with its implicit concept of 
a return from exile was antithetical to a large 
number of its members. But then as now, her 
commitment to the creation and existence of 
Israel was and is solid.

 In March 24, 2017, the New Jersey 
Jewish News carried an article about Blumberg 
meeting with a group of visitors to Atlanta from 
the Women’s Philanthropy department of the 
Jewish Federation of Greater MetroWest NJ, 
who were in town as part of a Civil Rights 
Journey. In explaining the attitude of a number 
of The Temple congregants on the Civil Rights 
issue in the 50s and 60s as well as some other 
societal questions, she said that many favored 
keeping “your head down and don’t make 
waves.”
 Her variant view on certain social and 
moral issues from those of some of The 
Temple’s congregants and personal friends did 
not deter her from being outwardly supportive 

in her quest for the betterment of other’s plight 
and equal rights. She and the rabbi, respectful 
of others with whom they might differ, freely 
advocated for changes to provide for the rights 
and safety of others.
 After the death of Rabbi Rothschild, 
she married David Blumberg of Knoxville, 
Tennessee, an insurance executive and 
president of B’nai Brith International. The 
couple later moved to Washington, DC, where 
she served in a leadership position at the B’nai 
B’rith Klutznick National Jewish Museum.
 In addition to sharing in the humanitarian 
vision of both of her husbands, she has been an 
advocate in her own right with her involvement 
as president of the Southern Jewish Historical 

Society, her active support of gender equality 
causes, equal rights, and protection for all 
people around the world.
 Fortunately for the Atlanta community, she 
decided to move back to her native city. Since 
returning, she has devoted a substantial part of 
her time to her writing, having published one 
book and completing a second one. A sought 
after speaker on Southern Jewry and integration, 
she still has found time to be involved in her 
historic efforts to make the world a better place.
 It is not surprising, therefore, that she is 
a supporter of the New Israel Fund (NIF), an 
organization in which she has been a participant 
since the mid-1990s. She has indicated that 
NIF’s worldview and mission, as outlined 
below, are aligned with her support for social 
justice, women’s rights, and civil rights.
 • Achieve equality for all the citizens of 
the state regardless of religion, national origin, 
race, gender or sexual orientation;
 • Realize the civil and human rights of all 
individuals and groups through the protection 
of Palestinian citizens and other marginalized 
minorities, including the advancement of 
collective rights, and opposition to all forms of 
discrimination and bigotry;
 • Recognize and reinforce the essential 
pluralism of Israeli society and tolerance for 
diversity;
 • Protect the access of minorities to 
democratic channels for the expression of their 
interests and identities and the promotion of 
their rights;
 • Empower civil society in Israel as the 
fundamental vehicle of an open society;
 • Build and maintain a just society at peace 
with itself and its neighbors.
 On the evening of May 25, NIF’s Atlanta 
Regional Council held an assembly at The 
Temple to recognize and honor Blumberg as the 
inaugural recipient of its Tzedek Award for her 
“support over the years for the civil rights ideals 
that are so central to NIF.” NIF has chosen well 
— in recognizing Janice Rothschild Blumberg, 
it has selected a person whose decades of 
humanity is a crystallization of its purpose.

Janice Rothschild Blumberg is honored by the New Israel Fund

Janice Rothschild Blumberg accepting the Tzedek Award

 The Pomegranate Guild of Judaic 
Needlework (PGJN) held its international 
convention, May 21-23, in Atlanta. The 
biennial event was hosted by the Atlanta 
Chapter, the Peach State Stitchers, at Le 
Méridien Atlanta Perimeter. The theme for 
2017 was “I Have a Dream.”
 Susan Big and Barbara Rucket, 
convention co-chairs, worked with a 
dedicated committee for more than a year 
to insure that the time spent in the Atlanta 
area would be memorable and informative, 
with a spirit of “Southern hospitality.” The 
PGJN coordinated the administration of the 
workshops and registration efforts. 
 Rabbi Analia Bortz, keynote speaker, 
was not only inspiring, but also set the tone 
for the convention’s creative spirit. From the 
many varied workshops, led by experienced 
needlework teachers, designers, and artists, 
to the handmade charming peaches and 
pomegranate centerpieces, the exhibitions 
of the “I Have a Dream” Challenge pillows, 

Judaic Needlework convention in Atlanta is a major success
the raffle baskets, the vendors and their 
displays, the field trips to The Breman 
Museum and the Center for Puppetry Arts, 
and the five-star reviews of the kosher 
food catered by Atlanta’s own A Kosher 
Touch, the attendees agreed that the 2017 
convention was a great success. 
 The mission of the Pomegranate 
Guild of Judaic Needlework is to pass 
needlework traditions to other generations 
of women and men, through the sharing of 
knowledge and techniques needed to create 
handcrafted items intended for both Jewish 
ritual and cultural use, in an atmosphere of 
camaraderie and the joy in being Jewish.
 The next international PGJN 
convention, in 2019, will be held in Calgary, 
Alberta, Canada. For information about 
the PGJN, visit pomegranateguild.org. For 
more information about the Atlanta chapter, 
visit peachstatestitchers.org.  Contact 
peachstatestitch@aol.com for membership, 
meeting, and program information. 

Sheila Rotter cuts paper 
for her collage during 
the workshop, “Jewish 
Inspired Design: Your 
Vision. Your Voice.” led 
by Flora Rosefsky

Cheryl Miller with 
the pomegranates, 
peaches, and fabric 
baskets made by Peach 
State Stitchers for the 
convention

Rina Wolf with her dream 
for peace challenge 
pillow
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ATLANTA JEWISH FILM FESTIVAL 
RECEIVES GRANT. The Atlanta Jewish 
Film Festival (AJFF), now in its 17th year, has 
received its second grant from The Academy of 
Motion Picture Arts and Sciences (AMPAS). 
The funding, aimed at supporting programming 
that showcases Israeli history, culture, and 
politics, represents a renewed vote of support 
for Atlanta’s largest film festival.
 “This year, the grants will support non–
profit organizations in 24 communities across 
the country, reach underserved high school 
students, support emerging and mid–career 
filmmakers of all ages, and will provide unique 
opportunities for enrichment and engagement 
with the cinematic community and its artists,” 
said Buffy Shutt, grants committee chair, in a 
statement released by AMPAS. 
 AMPAS FilmCraft and FilmWatch grants 
were established to identify and empower 
future filmmakers from nontraditional 
backgrounds, cultivate new and diverse talent, 
promote motion pictures as an art form, and 
provide a platform for underrepresented artists. 
Grants range from $5,000–$20,000, and a total 
of $500,000 was awarded for the 2017–2018 
grant year. In a highly selective grant process, 
the AJFF is among 44 programs to receive 
funding.
 AMPAS funding is earmarked to support 
the AJFF’s “Life in Israel” program, featuring 
films and panels that explore issues surrounding 
the Palestinian-Israeli conflict, immigration, 
sports, history, culture, and life in Israel.
 “It is an honor to be recognized not only 
by The Academy of Motion Picture Arts 
and Sciences but to be in the company of so 

 AJFF News
many other film 
festivals and film 
presenters that 
we hold in such 
high esteem,” says 
AJFF Executive 
Director Kenny 
Blank. “There 
is no greater 
validation in the 
film arts field than 
to be recognized 
by the Academy.”
  

AJFF SELECTS. AJFF’s newest programming 
endeavor, AJFF Selects, a series that began in 
May, is designed to bring the same type of world-
class films from the annual festival to audiences 
year-round. AJFF Selects will feature monthly 
screening events outside of the annual festival. 
These programs will present outstanding new 
foreign and independent films, as well as expert 
speakers and guest filmmakers.
 AJFF Selects continues the series with 
two very special screening events in July and 
August, Menashe and Monkey Business: The 
Curious Adventures of George’s Creators.
 On Sunday, July 30, at 7:00 p.m., at UA 
Tara Cinemas 4, 2345 Cheshire Bridge Road, 
the new Select series will screen Menashe.
 Premiering at the Sundance Film Festival 
to critical acclaim, Menashe is a tender father-
son drama rooted in Brooklyn’s ultra-Orthodox 
community.
 The titular Menashe is a grocery store 
clerk, struggling to make ends meet following 
the death of his wife. As the loving but hapless 

single father tries to maintain custody of his 
young son, community pressure builds for him 
either to remarry or to place his child in the care 
of his brother-in-law. Menashe is given one 
final chance to prove himself a suitable man 
of faith and fatherhood and to restore respect 
among his doubters.
 Inspired by real events, and performed 
entirely in Yiddish by a cast of mostly non-
professionals, Menashe is the fiction-feature 
debut of veteran documentarian Joshua Z. 
Weinstein, who brings intimate authenticity to 
this touching tale of family and belonging. 
 A Q&A will follow directly after the film.

Menashe

 Coming next month on Monday, August 
14, at 7:00 p.m., to SCADshow (formerly the 
14th Street Playhouse), Monkey Business: 
The Curious Adventures of George’s Creators, 
profiles the Jewish husband-wife duo who 
created the beloved Curious George books.
 It has been 75 years since Curious George 
first touched the hearts and minds of children 
around the world, but little is known about his 
creators, Hans and Margret Rey. German Jews 
living in Paris during Hitler’s rise, the couple 

narrowly escaped the Nazis by fleeing across 
Europe on makeshift bicycles, carrying the yet-
to-be-published Curious George manuscript, 
eventually settling in New York to start life 
anew and create a children’s book classic.
 The journey of Hans and Margret Rey 
is brought vividly to life in this mixed-media 
documentary, which augments interviews 
with original hand-drawn animations, as well 
as wartime journals, photographs, letters, and 
unpublished Curious George sketches. Monkey 
Business: The Curious Adventures of George’s 
Creators is narrated by Oscar-nominated actor 
Sam Waterston.
 Special guests for this screening include 
filmmaker Ema Ryan Yamazaki and Nat 
Scrimshaw, an illustrator and president of the 
Rey Foundation.
 Tickets for each film are $13 and are 
available at AJFF.org/menashetix and AJFF.
org/monkeybusinesstix, or call the box office at 
678-701-6104.
 For more information about AJFF and 
its expanded, year-round programming, visit 
AJFF.org, or stay connected via social media 
on Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram @
ATLJewishFilm.

Monkey Business: The Curious 
Adventures of George’s Creators

Kenny Blank

 In June, Chabad of Forsyth opened 
the first synagogue and Jewish community 
center in Forsyth County. Centrally located 
on Brannen Road in Cumming, the property 
houses Chabad of Forsyth, Congregation 
Beth Israel, and the JUDA religious school. 
 Local and state government officials 
together with business and community 
leaders commemorated the landmark 
event. State Senator Michael Williams, 
State Representative Todd Jones, Forsyth 
County Commission Chairman Todd 
Levent, Cumming Mayor H. Ford Gravitt, 
and others joined with Chabad of Georgia 
Director Rabbi Yossi New and Rabbi Levi 
Mentz, who is overseeing and directing the 
center with his wife, Chaya. 
 The Chabad movement is an Orthodox 
Jewish Hasidic sect known for its successful 
outreach. The synagogue will serve 1,700 
families in Forsyth, Lumpkin, and Hall 
Counties, for education, prayer, social 
services, support for lifecycle events, and 
support for Israel.
  “This moment reflects the connection 
of our people to the land of Israel,” Rabbi 
Mentz said, as synagogue donors helped 

affix a mezuzah to the door of the house on 
the property. “Now the Jewish community 
in Forsyth County has a place where they 

Chabad of Forsyth opens first synagogue and Jewish 
community center in the county

Bob Goldstein, Chabad of Forsyth 
congregant (front left), greets 
Georgia Senator Michael Williams 
(front center), with Cumming Mayor 
H. Ford Gravitt (back center) (photos: 
Matthew M Wong)

Rabbi Levi Mentz, Chabad of Forsyth 
director, and Rabbi Yossi New, 
Chabad of Georgia director

Rabbi Levi Mentz (from left) with Dr. 
Joel Hoffman, Molly Cooper, Dr. Scott 
Cooper, and Dr. Brian Hudes, building 
committee members

can come together.”
 For more information, contact 
Rabbi Levi and Chaya Mentz, at office@

jewishforsyth.org, visit jewishforsyth.org, 
or call 404-557-7200. For information on 
JUDA, visit myjuda.org.

WE STAND     A   WITH ISRAEL
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JewishAtlanta.org

Jewish Federation of Greater Atlanta provides 
opportunities, care, connection, support and 
strength for the Greater Atlanta Jewish 
Community, for Israel, and for Jews globally. Our 
vision is a thriving, inclusive Atlanta community, 
with healthy organizations that engage every 
generation to secure our Jewish future. We value 
compassion, diversity, generosity, and commitment 
to Jewish values and to our people worldwide.

- Ethan Rosenberg

future
New doors of friendship and understanding
In the beginning, it was all about Texas. Antoinette was 
the only other Texan in my business school class at Emory, 
so we bonded over that. But pretty quickly things got 
serious. I’m a Reform Jew from Houston who had a bar 
mitzvah, but never put Judaism at the forefront. Antoinette 
is a Hispanic Catholic from San Antonio, and faith is the 
organizing principle of her life. Falling in love triggered a 
flashing light about the religious gulf between us. And we 
knew that with kids in our future, there needed to be room 
to honor both cultures. So it was amazing when, after 
getting engaged, Antoinette found the Interfaith Family 
website, and helped us find common ground.

Antoinette used the Interfaith 
Family website to plan a 
wedding honoring both our 
religions. When we moved to 
Atlanta, our son Lawson 
Bennett Rosenberg was born, 
and Interfaith Family helped 
us plan his baby naming. We 
also enrolled in a four-week 

class called “Love and Religion”, for newly married or 
seriously dating interfaith couples. It was an open, 
non-judgmental group, with a terrific leader, Rabbi Malka 
Packer. Sharing our situation with other Atlanta couples 
opened new doors of friendship and understanding. It was 
also where we learned about Honeymoon Israel, which 
sends committed interfaith couples on a trip to Israel. 
Antoinette and I traveled there in March and the trip was 
profound for both of us.

Now our sweet little family is getting ready for a new baby, 
another result of our trip to Israel. I am so grateful to my 
smart, wonderful wife who led us to Interfaith Family — a 
place where we can honor the depth of her need for faith 
with plenty of space for the Jewish values that fill me with 
pride. 

Interfaith Family 
helped us find 
common ground.

Strengthening our community together.

+

Investing in our Jewish 

SIGN UP FOR WEEKLY NEWS!
jewishatlanta.org/signup

 

Funeral and Cemetery Pre-planning 
It’s easy: Over the phone, online, in person 

It’s safe: Pre-payments are 100% escrowed in an account 
you own 

It’s responsible: Simplifies arrangements, removes  burden 
from family, and fixes most funeral costs 
 

WE HONOR ANY PRE-PAID FUNERAL 
FROM ANY OTHER FUNERAL HOME 

770.451.4999  
www.JewishFuneralCare.com 

Atlanta Born ~ Atlanta Owned ~ Atlanta Managed 

Edward Dressler 

David Boring  ■  Michael Braswell  
Licensed Funeral Directors 
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Kosher Affairs
BY Roberta
     Scher

 Summertime in Atlanta is hot, hot, hot 
and humid, humid, humid. I often wonder 
how early Georgians survived summers in 
the old South, especially in their kitchens. 
Perhaps it was the Southern iced tea.
 Bill Neal, an authority on traditional 
Southern cooking, shared his thoughts online.
 The variety of fresh summer vegetables 
on the Southern table was staggering. Any 
one meal could have fried okra, corn, butter 
beans, sweet potatoes, sliced tomatoes, 
cucumbers and onions, coleslaw, and 
cantaloupe. Such wealth often eclipsed any 
meat served; by midsummer, all-vegetable 
meals (with biscuits or corn bread) were 
common. By the time the pickled beets, 
green tomato relish, pepper relishes, and 
bread-and-butter pickles were out, the meal 
was a celebration of endless combinations, 
textures, and flavors, the hallmark of 
Southern cooking. 
 And, of the seasons, Neal writes, 
“Before the days of Freon, so many foods 

signaled such a particular time of year that 
they were symbols of the seasons more 
reliable than any calendar. Even today, 
asparagus heralds spring more surely than 
any number of robins; blackberries mean 
July, hot weather, and chiggers.”

MORE ABOUT SOUTHERN 
SEASONAL FOOD

 The news is not peachy for summer 
2017! We will not have a bumper peach 
crop in Georgia (or South Carolina). In 
fact, it was reported that 75-90% of the 
peach crop in both states was destroyed by 
warm winter weather, which was followed 
by several March frosts. How I love my 
Georgia peaches and peach pies, but it 
appears the peach will not be the fruit star of 
my summer table this year. 

CAN YOU SAY ANKARSRUM?

 I discovered the Ankarsrum Assistent 
(yes, that’s how it’s spelled) at the Chicago 
International Housewares Show. This stand 
mixer can work with 5 lbs. of flour and is 
the largest non-commercial capacity mixer 
on the market. It is beloved by challah and 
bread bakers across the world. Additionally, 
it has several attachments, including a 
grinder (or as its Swedish manufacturing 

home calls it, “a mincer”). Making a large 
batch of challah now is so convenient. And, 
I have an ongoing experiment happening 
with grinding my own meat for hamburgers, 
meatballs, and more. I use chuck roast for 
the burgers, but I am planning to try brisket 
burgers later this summer. 
 Along with discovering this exceptional 
kitchen tool, I met the U.S. distributor, 
Ashley McCord, who happens to live 
in Woodstock, Georgia. She represents 
Ankarsrum as part of her family business, 
The Bread Beckers store. Ashley became 
a proponent of the Assistent because her 
mom used it at home and sold it in the store. 
Over the years, the Becker clan (nine kids) 
realized the longevity, reliability, and ease 
of use of this mixer, and they reached out to 
Ankarsrum to become the authorized U.S. 
distributor. Ashley’s mom, Sue Becker, 
made six one-pound loaves of 
bread every other day 
for her family of 
11. Ashley, who 
has three children, 
has followed in her 
footsteps. When 
you see the mixer, 
you may recognize 
it—its prior name 
was Magic Mill. 
A n k a r s r u m 
Assistent Original 
has been around for 
more than 75 years. What started as a 
machine for professional use is now a part 

of households around the world.
 For more information, visit Ankarsrum.
com. In Atlanta, you can see the mixer at The 
Cook’s Warehouse or The Bread Beckers.

THE KOSHER DINNER CLUB

 In May, my husband, Allan, and I 
had the pleasure of attending the second 
monthly Kosher Club dinner, held at the 
Marcus Jewish Community Center of 
Atlanta. For the Israeli-themed evening, 
Sandra Bank and her Added Touch Catering 
team transformed the atrium right outside 
the grill into an Israeli café. I thought that 
the menu, food, ambience, and service 
were exceptional, and the other diners I 
spoke with agreed! The menu was extensive 
and the food delicious and plentiful. For 
reservations for future dinners, held on 
the third Wednesday of the month, contact 
Michellev@sandrasaddedtouch.com, or call 
770-321-9592. 

Kosher Club table setting 

“Kosher Catering at  
its finest, so you  

can play host and  
get the most.” 

HOLIDAYS 
SHABBAT          

ONEG 
KIDDUSH             

404-953-8157  
OFFICE@FAOCATERING.COM 

WEDDINGS       
PASSOVER 

 BABY NAMING       
BRIS  

WWW.FORALLOCCASIONSANDMORE.COM 

Keep an eye out for our holiday menu in the 
next issue, for a sneak peek email: 

OFFICE@FAOCATERING.COM 



July-August 2017 THE JEWISH GEORGIAN Page 31

Road; call 770-558-3117. (Facebook page 
and website coming soon.) 

THE CHEESE GUY VISITS 
THE SPICY PEACH

 Smile and say cheese! Gourmet, 
artisanal, handcrafted, and kosher are fitting 
descriptions of the wide array of cheeses 
offered by Brent Delman, a.k.a. The Cheese 
Guy. Kosher cheese has come a long way in 
recent years, and, just like wine and olive 
oil, cheeses have gone gourmet. Much of the 
growth and excitement surrounding kosher 
cheese is a result of Brent’s taking kosher 
cheeses to new heights. He has nurtured and 
developed a new type of foodie, the kosher 
cheese connoisseur. 
 “The adventurous spirit will love our 
exotic combos, like jalapeno cheddar jack 
and marble, and those who crave blue 
cheese should try our distinctive version 
made by third-generation Wisconsin master 
cheese makers,” said Brent. “While most 
of my cheeses are produced domestically 
at family-owned dairy farms, I do produce 
some cheeses abroad in Italy—made in the 
finest Italian tradition in small dairies.” His 
favorites include Pecorino Romano, aged 
over 18 months—“it’s the best of the best 
cheese.”
 I am definitely a fan of The Cheese 
Guy and enjoyed the sampling at The Spicy 
Peach, where I had an opportunity to taste 
Brent’s new artisanal preserves. They are 
available in four flavors and are a perfect 
companion to many of his cheeses. The 
varieties are Apple & Maple Syrup Butter, 
Cranberry & Port Conserve, Strawberry & 
Vanilla Jam, and Mango & Lemon Chutney. 
Many of The Cheese Guy products are 
available at The Spicy Peach, 2887 North 
Druid Hills Rd NE, Toco Hill Shopping 
Center; call 404-334-7200. For more 
information, visit Thecheeseguy.com.

SAVE THE DATE

 The fifth annual Atlanta Kosher BBQ 
and Festival is Sunday, October 22, at 
Dunwoody’s Brook Run Park. As in recent 
years, the popular event will be presented and 

What’s cooking? Email kosheraffairs@gmail.com This column is meant to provide the 
reader with current trends and developments in the kosher marketplace. Since standards of 
kashruth certification vary, check with the AKC or your local kashruth authority to confirm 
reliability. 

Kosher Club menu

NEW RESTAURANT

 Welcome Café Bello, Atlanta’s 
new kosher Mediterranean restaurant. 
(It’s certified by the Atlanta Kashruth 
Commission.) Allan and I were invited 
to a tasting in early June. We visited at 
lunchtime and enjoyed every bite of the 
freshly prepared food. As I always do when 
I am a guest of a restaurant, I ask the owner/
manager/chef to serve his favorites. Co-
owner and chef Israel Rosh, an experienced 
caterer, prepared a midday feast for us. The 
restaurant has several signature dishes, 
and we tasted some. The shakshuka was 

exceptional ; 
this classic 
Israeli dish 
of tomatoes, 
peppers, eggs, 
and olive oil 
was served 
sizzling and 
spicy, in its 
own cast-
iron pan. 
Then came 
the bourekas 
platter, a 
m u s h r o o m , 
spinach, and 
potato version, 
with a tahini 
dipping sauce 
and sides of 
sliced eggs, 
pickles and 
Israeli salad. 
This was 
followed by 

sabich, which is eggplant, hummus, and 
egg in a pita. No, we didn’t stop there; the 
entrees were accompanied by fresh-from-
the-oven herb-glazed French fries, and 
then a chocolate croissant for dessert. We 
look forward to tasting another signature 
dish, Moroccan salmon, on our next visit. 
The restaurant is parve, casual, and has an 
espresso cappuccino bar. Manager and co-
owner Oren Beno has extensive business 
experience, and he shared exciting plans for 
this new eatery. Summer hours (as of press 
time) are 11:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m. Café Bello 
is located at 3665 Chamblee Dunwoody 

coordinated by the Hebrew Order of David 
International. The festival is e x p e c t e d 
to attract more than 
4,000 families, 
f e s t i v a l g o e r s , 
and barbecue 
a f i c i o n a d o s , 
with more than 
20 competing 
teams serving 
up their favorite 
barbecue recipes. 

BREAKING NEWS

 Broadway Café, Atlanta’s kosher dairy 
restaurant in the Toco Hill neighborhood, 
has closed after two decades. And partners 
Scott Italiander, Julie Meni, and Rose 
Lurie have purchased the assets and lease 
rights of the former restaurant, to establish 
an exciting new kosher dairy restaurant 

concept. Tentative opening: July 2017.

-----

 Our next issue is our Jewish New Year 
edition. Please send your favorite heirloom 
holiday recipe to kosheraffairs@gmail.com, 
along with a brief description and photo (if 
available) of the recipe creator. We hope to 
share some of these culinary memories in 
our Yom Tov column.

 I love to receive mail in my Kosher 
Affairs inbox. Share your thoughts 
and recipes. What’s cooking? Email: 
kosheraffairs@gmail.com. This column is 
meant to provide the reader with current 
trends and developments in the kosher 
marketplace. Since standards of kashrut 
certification vary, check with the AKC or 
your local kashrut authority to confirm 
reliability. 

Jodi Wittenberg and The Cheese Guy

Check out Light Summer Recipes, page 38
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 The Annual Atlanta Kosher BBQ 
Festival, presented by Hebrew Order of 
David International, will return for its fifth 
year, on October 22, at Dunwoody’s Brook 
Run Park. 
 This year’s festival promises to attract 
more than 4,000 festival-goers, including 
families and barbecue aficionados, as vendors 
and more than 20 competing teams serve up 
their favorite barbecue recipes. 
  “This year’s festival is going to be even 
bigger and better than anything we’ve ever 
done,” said Festival Chair Jody Pollack. “Our 
little Kosher BBQ Competition that started in 

a parking lot five years ago has grown 
into the premier kosher BBQ 
event of the year for the entire 
Atlanta community. This is 
a wonderful opportunity 
for barbecue enthusiasts 
to taste many of the best 
recipes.” 
  The 5th Annual 
Kosher BBQ Festival will 
feature various kosher food 
vendors, refreshments, a 
Kids’ Zone, a live music stage, 
and more. 

Atlanta Kosher BBQ Festival Returns to Dunwoody

MassageHeights.com

2484 Briarcliff Rd. Suite 35 • Atlanta Ga 30329

678.932.8204

elevate the everyday.™

 The festival’s famous Kosher BBQ 
Competition, judged by the Kansas City 
Barbeque Society, is under supervision of the 
Atlanta Kashruth Commission. All attendees 
may taste each team’s chow for a dollar per 
taste.
  The Hebrew Order of David Foundation, 
Inc., is a 501(c)3 charitable organization that 
helps serve the community. Funds from past 
events have supported various community 
entities, such as Cobb County K-9 Unit, I 
Care Atlanta, Jewish Homelife Communities, 

and Weinstein Hospice.
 The Atlanta Kosher BBQ Festival is 
supported by the Jewish Federation of Greater 
Atlanta, the Atlanta Jewish Music Festival, 
Morris Family Foundation, Americans United 
with Israel, and many others organizations, 
sponsors, and donors.
 For more information on the 
Atlanta Kosher BBQ Festival, visit 
theatlantakosherbbq.com, or follow on 
Twitter @AtlantaKoshBBQ and Facebook @
AtlantaKosherBBQFestival.

Join us today.

You can help build a bright, beautiful future for  
the land & people of Israel. Get involved.

Visionary

jnf.org/atlanta

Beth Gluck, Executive Director, Greater Atlanta 
bgluck@jnf.org or 404.236.8990 x851
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Kosher Korner
BY Reuven
     Stein

 The Atlanta Kashruth Commission 
publishes an annual Kosher Guide with all 
the kosher information you need. For more 
information or to request a copy, call the 
AKC at 404-634-4063. Visit kosheratlanta.
org/blog-grid-view-with-sidebar/ to receive 
timely kosher alerts. Names on this list are 
not passed on to other groups.
 Please support your local kosher 
establishments.

KOSHER NEWS

 Below is a list of Atlanta’s kosher 
establishments, including seven new ones 
this year—Cafe Bello, Cinnaholic, Sublime 
Doughnuts, Dolce Catering & Bakery, 
Keith’s Corner Bar-B-Que, Julie’s Kosher 
Catering, and Sheraton Atlanta Hotel.

KOSHER DAIRY RESTAURANTS

Broadway Café
2157 Briarcliff Road, Atlanta, 30329, 
404-329-0888
(Temporarily closed)

A Healthy Touch
5342 Tilly Mill Road, Dunwoody, 30338, 
678-812-3986

PAREVE RESTAURANTS

Café Bello
3665 Chamblee Dunwoody Road, Chamblee, 
30341, 770-558-3117
Mediterranean food and espresso bar
Pareve, except for the espresso bar, which is 
dairy

KOSHER MEAT RESTAURANTS – 
ALL GLATT

Chai Peking (Inside Kroger Toco Hill)
2205 LaVista Road, 30329, 404-327-7810
Chinese takeout
Sunday-Thursday: 11:00 a.m.-8:30 p.m.
Friday: 11:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.

Fuego Mundo 
5590 Roswell Road, The Prado, Sandy 
Springs, 30342, 404-256-4330
fuegomundo.com
South American cuisine
Sunday-Thursday: 11:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m.
Friday: 11:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Saturday night hours vary

Pita Grille 
4365 Roswell Road, Suite 4360, Atlanta, 
30342, 404-500-4339
Israeli Fare
Sunday-Thursday: 11:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m.
Friday: 11:00 a.m.–3:00 p.m.

Pita Palace
1658 LaVista Road, Atlanta, 30329, 
404-781-PITA
Authentic Israeli fare and pareve
Sunday: 11:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m.
Monday-Thursday: 11:00 a.m.-8:30 p.m.
Friday: 11:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.

OTHER KOSHER ESTABLISHMENTS

Ali’s Cookies
1255-34 Johnson Ferry Road, Marietta, 
30068, 770-971-8566 (this store only)
shipacookie.com
Dairy and pareve baked goods, candy

Cinnaholic
1230 Caroline Street, Atlanta, 30307, 
404-343-0805
cinnaholic.com

Dolce Catering & Bakery 
1440 Spring Street NW, Atlanta, 30309, 
770-451-3065

Griller’s Pride
3939 McElroy Road, Atlanta, 30340, 
770-454-8108
Delivery of glatt kosher meat
grillerspride.com

The Kosher Gourmet
2153 Briarcliff Road, Atlanta, 30329, 
404-636-1114
kgatl.com or sgilmer@kgatl.com
Deli, butcher, baked goods, specialty grocer, 
and delivery

Kroger, Fountain Oaks
4920 Roswell Road, Atlanta, 30342, 
404-843-3080
Glatt kosher fish, meat, and deli

Kroger, Orchard Park
2090 Dunwoody Club Drive, Atlanta, 30350, 
770-391-9035
Glatt kosher fish, meat, and deli

Kroger, Sandy Springs
227 Sandy Springs Place, Atlanta, 30328, 
404-256-3434
Pas Yisroel bakery department

Kroger, Toco Hills
2205 LaVista Road, Atlanta, 30329, 
404-633-8694
Glatt kosher fish, meat and deli, Pas Yisroel 
bakery departments

Publix Super Market
2969 North Druid Hills Road, Atlanta, 30329, 
404-638-6022
Glatt kosher meat and fish department, deli, 
sub shop, kosher dairy, and pareve bakery 
departments

Sublime Doughnuts
2566 Briarcliff Road, Atlanta, 30329, 
404-315-6899
sublimedoughnuts.com

The Spicy Peach
2887 North Druid Hills Road, Atlanta, 30329, 
404-334-7200
Kosher specialty market and takeout

Whole Foods Market
2111 Briarcliff Road, Atlanta, 30329, 
404-634-7800
Groceries and various bulk items

Whole Foods Market
1311 Johnson Ferry Rd., NE, Marietta, 
30068, 678-996-9700
Groceries and various bulk items

Costco, Brookhaven
500 Brookhaven Ave., Atlanta, 30319, 
404-460-1915
Kosher dairy bakery 
Under the supervision of the Circle-K

Costco, Dunwoody
6350 Peachtree Dunwoody Rd NE, Atlanta, 
30328, 770-352-8660
Kosher dairy bakery 
Under the supervision of the Circle-K

DONUT STORES

Krispy Kreme Donuts:
295 Ponce de Leon Avenue, Atlanta, 
404-876-7307
299 Cobb Parkway, Marietta, 770-425-0374
6689 Highway 85, Riverdale, 770-997-6210
Mall of GA Store #56, Buford, 770-831-1174
 The AKC certifies the donuts only. Pre-
packaged beverages sold in the front of the 
facility must be checked individually. The 
stores have a kosher letter and sticker on the 
door with the AKC kosher symbol. The AKC 
also supervises the Atlanta Commissary that 
provides donuts for various establishments, 
as well as pre-packaged donuts sold in 
supermarkets. The pre-packaged donuts need 
to either have the #149 or the initials AKC on 
the inkjet.

BANQUET HALLS WITH KOSHER 
CATERING AVAILABLE

Grand Hyatt Atlanta
3300 Peachtree Road, Atlanta, 30305, 
404-364-3940

Heritage Hall 
(inside Congregation Beth Jacob)
1855 LaVista Road, Atlanta, 30329, 
404-633-0551

InterContinental Buckhead Hotel
3315 Peachtree Road NE, Atlanta, 30326, 
404-946-9000

The Georgia Aquarium/Wolfgang Puck 
Catering
225 Baker Street, Atlanta, 30313, 
404-581-4125

Sheraton Atlanta Hotel
165 Courtland Street NE, Atlanta, 30303, 
404-586-3346

KOSHER PAREVE WEDDING CAKES

Ali’s Cookies
770-971-8566

Dolce Catering & Bakery
770-451-3065

Publix Toco Hill Bakery
404-638-6022

KOSHER CATERING 
ESTABLISHMENTS

 The caterers listed below are under 
the supervision of the AKC. This means, 
minimally, that all food produced by these 
caterers on their premises are certified kosher 
under the supervision of a mashgiach. Most 
of the kosher restaurants also have catering 

available. Once the product leaves the 
caterer’s facility, conditions may vary. Some 
customers may request continued supervision, 
so that the event, in all of its facets, is under 
kosher supervision; others may not. If an 
event is under AKC supervision, there must 
be a mashgiach present. If a mashgiach is 
not present, it is not under AKC supervision. 
It is up to the individual to determine if an 
event produced by a kosher caterer is under 
supervision at the venue of service.

Avenue K Catering
Based at Chabad of Cobb, 770-578-1110
Redefining glatt kosher events
avenuekosher.com

Bijan’s and Broadway Catering 
2191-B Briarcliff Road, Atlanta, 30329, 
770-457-4578
All-occasion full-service meat, dairy, or 
pareve catering with baked goods

Dolce Catering & Bakery
1440 Spring St NW, Atlanta, 30309, 
770-451-3065
Catering for all events and specialty baked 
goods

For All Occasions and More Catering
5200 Northland Avenue Atlanta, 30042, 
770-565-8710
Based at Atlanta Jewish Academy; full-
service kosher catering

Fuego Mundo
5590 Roswell Road, The Prado, Sandy 
Springs, 30342, 404-256-4330
fuegomundo.com
Full catering, pick-up orders, and Shabbat 
meals

Julie’s Kosher Catering 
juliemeni@gmail.com, 678-974-2930
Full-service meat and dairy catering

Keith’s Corner Bar-B-Que 
Keith.kcbbq@gmail.com, keithscornerbbq.
com, 404-250-1227

The Kosher Gourmet 
2153 Briarcliff Road, Atlanta, 30329, 
404-636-1114
kgatl.com, sgilmer@kgatl.com
Full-service glatt kosher, take-out, and 
catering

A Kosher Touch
5342 Tilly Mill Road, Dunwoody, 30338, 
678-447-2085

ICE CREAM STORES

Bruster’ s Ice Cream
2095 LaVista Road, 404-320-7166 

Menchie’s Frozen Yogurt
3011 North Druid Hills Road, 404-228-6229

The Spicy Peach
2887 North Druid Hills Road, 404-334-7200 
Frozen Cholov Yisroel soft serve and ice 
cream

Rabbi Reuven Stein is director of supervision 
for the Atlanta Kashruth Commission, a non-
profit organization dedicated to promoting 
kashruth through education, research, and 
supervision.



Page 34 THE JEWISH GEORGIAN July-August 2017

  Each year, more than a dozen 
public and private Atlanta-area 
schools participate in the Stones of 
Remembrance Project, which coincides 
with the observance of Yom HaShoah 
and memorializes the 1.5 million 
children who were murdered in the 
Holocaust. Children’s names, gathered 
from Yad Vashem, the World Holocaust 
Remembrance Center, in Israel, as well 
as those of Atlanta families, are painted 
on stones and placed in gardens across 
Atlanta.
 Students are also invited to enter an 
essay contest, for which they can write 
about their experience with the Stones 
of Remembrance Project. This year’s 
winning essay is from Ansley Fraundorf, 
of Marist School.
 The annual Atlanta Yom HaShoah 
Commemoration usually occurs on 
the first Sunday after Passover at The 
Memorial to the Six Million, which 
is held at Greenwood Cemetery. It is 
sponsored by Eternal-Life Hemshech, 

Stones of Remembrance essay contest

The Breman Museum, the Lillian and 
A.J. Weinberg Center for Holocaust 
Education, and the Jewish Federation of 
Greater Atlanta.

Stones of Remembrance
By Ansley Fraundorf
8th grade, Marist School
Teacher: Mrs. Jenni Justus

 Out of six million Jews, I now had 
one  — one person to remember, one 
person to mourn, one person on a list of 
six million, and one two-year-old girl 
entering the world and becoming part 
of the Holocaust. She was a girl just old 
enough to be aware of her surroundings. 
How could humanity take away a life so 
innocent? How can we reconcile such a 
tragedy? 
 When I think about this little girl, I 
think about the life she could have had. 
She could have had a life so similar to 

Memorial to the Six Million at Greenwood Cemetery

my own. She could have woken up on 
her birthday to find a doll and screamed 
from the excitement. She could have had 
long summers at the pool and days filled 
with family and friends. 

Student creating a stone of remembrance

Stones of Remembrance in the garden at Marist’s Esmond Brady Memorial 
Chapel

 She could have had a life. Instead, 
she woke up one morning and screamed 
in terror as the soldiers took away her 
parents. Instead, her face was soaking 
wet with tears after her best friend laid 
dead right next to her. Instead, she had 
her life stripped away from her.
 Eliza was two years old when this 
happened. She could barely recognize 
her surroundings. She did not know what 
was going on or why this was happening. 
Killing people in massive numbers is 
wrong and millions of people died in the 
Holocaust. 
 How would anyone remember this 
little girl? Her memory made it out of 
the Holocaust, even though she did not. 
I may be the only person who knows 
of her. This weight of carrying such an 
important memory is a reason to wake 
up in the morning. I have to be here and 
help people, because I know that I never 
could have helped this girl. I have to pray 
that the small things I do today make an 
impact on people so, in a fashion, Eliza is 
creating a better world. 
 To carry her memory forward, I 
painted a rock. This seems like such a 

small act, but it truly means 
a lot to me. I wanted to 
create something that no 
Nazi soldier could take 
away from her. This little 
stone had her name on 
it. I tried to make it like a 
makeshift tombstone. She 
must now be in a mass grave 
or burned, but I wanted to 
make her a special rock, so 
people can see her name 
and know she was a person. 
She should not be any less 
remembered than you or 
me. She deserves so much 
more than a little stone in 
a garden. I hope that she 
knows that in this world, 

someone appreciates her, and someone 
remembers her every day. I owe it to 
Eliza to remember her every day and 
pray for her innocent soul. 
 I truly think Eliza could have had 
a wonderful life if the Nazis didn’t kill 
her. I know she would have smiled and 
laughed and lived life to the fullest. 
The horrors of that experience radiated 
through her on the last day of her life. 
 I like to think that she understood 
that what was happening was not right, 
and she knew to keep her head up. This 
little girl was stronger than I will ever 
be. I have so much respect for her. I 
pray every day that my prayers and the 
little actions I do make her death worth 
something to the world. 
 Eliza was an innocent two-year-old 
girl. She was funny, different, young, and 
Jewish. She was a fighter, and the world 
is a worse place without her. 
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HUMAN TRAFFICKING PANEL 
DISCUSSION. On May 16, Hadassah 
Greater Atlanta’s Metulla Group held a panel 
discussion, “Hadassah Advocacy Against 
Human Trafficking,” at Temple Emanu-el. 
The panel included Steven Chervin, founder 
and co-chair of AA-ACTS (Ahavath Achim 
Synagogue — Awareness and Action to 
Abolish Child Trafficking for Sex); Maja 
Hasic, Anti Human Trafficking Program 
director with Tapestri, Inc.; and Alpa Amin 
Malik, lead attorney at Georgia Asylum and 
Immigration Network. The issue of human 
trafficking is one of Hadassah’s top domestic 
policy priorities, and Hadassah continues 
to advocate for increased funding for anti-
trafficking programs and new legislation. 
Hadassah has already made an impact, 
ensuring the 2015 Justice for Victims of 
Trafficking Act was signed into law. 
 Maja Hasic discussed her work with 
survivors of violence related to labor and 
sex trafficking within the immigrant and 
refugee community. She provides training 
and outreach to mainstream service 
providers, law enforcement, and community 
organizations dealing with human trafficking 
on a local, statewide, and national basis.
 Alpa Amin Malik established GAIN’s 
Victims of Violence Program. She provides 
direct representation to immigrant victims 
of human trafficking, domestic violence, 
and sexual assault. She works with federal, 
state, and local law enforcement.
 AA-ACTS, founded by Steve Chervin, 
is a social action committee of Ahavath 
Achim Synagogue. Its goal is to create 
awareness within the Atlanta Jewish 
community and build partnerships with 
other synagogues to help combat domestic 
minor sex trafficking. 

Anita Golden Otero, co-president 
of Hadassah Metulla Group (from 
left); Paula Fine, president of Temple 
Emanu-El Sisterhood; panelists 
Steven Chervin, Maja Hasic, and Alpa 
Amin Malik; and Nancy Schwarz, co-
president of Hadassah Metulla Group

ISRAELI INNOVATION BUILDING 
BRIDGES TO THE WORLD. In celebration 
of Yom Ha’atzmaut, Israel’s Independence 
Day, Hadassah Greater Atlanta and Temple 
Sinai partnered at Sinai, on May 2, to present 
examples of Israel’s many innovations in 
the 69 years since its founding. 

 Hadassah News
 To celebrate, guests sampled Israeli 
dishes, wine, and snacks; spoke with 
Israeli innovators; and heard from panelists 
who are leaders in the fields of Israeli 
culture, medical equipment, medicine, and 
technology. 
 Julie Katz, Goldman Bridge fellow 
for the American Jewish Committee’s 
Atlanta Regional Office, moderated a panel 
featuring Anthony DeCarolis, CEO of Alpha 
Omega, a global leader in microelectrode 
recording (MER) and neuroscience 
technology; Nitzan Gilady, a director/
producer/scriptwriter of documentary films 
that have received 13 international awards; 
Russell Gottschalk, executive director 
and founder of the Atlanta Jewish Music 
Festival; and Rachel Schonberger M.D., 
Hadassah Medical Organization chair. 
They all stressed the importance of sharing 
innovation and talent with the world in 
their respective fields, with an emphasis 
on diversity in their organizations and the 
populations they serve. 

Nitzan Gilady, Russell Gottschalk, 
Rachel Schonberger, Anthony 
DeCarolis, Julie Katz, Sheila Dalmat, 
and Tovah Shraga

Guests sample Israeli delicacies 
provided by Avenue Catering 
Concepts and Café Sababa 
Mediterranean Grill

Temple Sinai’s Children’s Chorus led 
the audience in Hatikvah.

Hadassah Associate Doug Friedman 
displays Israeli wines served to 
guests

2017 CHESED AWARDS. Atlanta-area 
Jewish teens were honored May 7, at 
Greater Atlanta Hadassah’s Annual Marian 
F. Perling Hadassah Chesed Student Awards 
Program, held at Temple Emanu-El. 
 The Chesed (human kindness) Awards, 
given annually since 1992, recognize 
outstanding students in Jewish day schools 
and synagogues for their love for Israel; 
concern for Jews, Jewish culture, and fellow 
human beings; and good academic standing. 
The exceptional accomplishments, high 
ideals, and aspirations of the Chesed Award 
recipients are awe-inspiring. Continuing a 
tradition started last year, this year’s Chesed 
program also shined a spotlight on its 
alumni. 
 “These students were involved in 
hundreds of hours of tzedakah to help 
numerous worthy non-profit organizations,” 
said Linda Weinroth, co-chair of Chesed. 
“They volunteered because they each 
possess a generous spirit of caring and 
supporting others.”
 Recipients of the 2017 Marian F. 

Perling Hadassah Chesed Student Awards 
are: Zoe Glickman, Ahavath Achim 
Synagogue; Gefen Beldie, Atlanta Jewish 
Academy Middle School; Thelet Bunder, 
Atlanta Jewish Academy Upper School; 
Jenna Schulman, Congregation Beth 
Shalom; Emily Brothman, Congregation 
B’nai Torah; Cary de Graaff, Congregation 
Dor Tamid; Noam Kleinman, Congregation 
Etz Chaim; Richard Trutt, Congregation 
Gesher L’Torah; Aiden Erez, Congregation 
Or Hadash; Victor Maslia, Congregation Or 
VeShalom; Jeremy Stettner, Congregation 
Shearith Israel; Shira Golding, Temima 
High School; Sophie Wilson, Temple Beth 
Tikvah; Katie Stone, Temple Emanu-El; 
Shira Kopel, Temple Kehillat Chaim; 
Rianna Saslow, Temple Sinai; Rami Fabian, 
The Davis Academy; Lilah Presser Weiss, 
The Epstein School; Danielle Ben-Arie, The 
Temple; and Kira Merlmelstein, Torah Day 
School. 

Organizers (from left) Sheila Dalmat, 
Hadassah Greater Atlanta president; 
and Phyllis M. Cohen, Eileen Cohn, 
and Linda Weinroth, Chesed chairs

Chesed Award recipients (top, from left): Aiden Erez, Noam Kleinman, Richard 
Trutt, Rami Fabian, Shannan Berzack, Rianna Saslow, Katie Stone, Jenna 
Schulman, and Zoe Glickman; (bottom) Shira Kopel, Cary deGraff, Gefen 
Beldie, Thelet Bunder, Sophie Wilson, Kira Mermelstein, Jeremy Stettner, 
Victor Maslia, Danielle Ben-Arie, and Emily Brothman (not pictured: Shira 
Golding and Lilah Presser-Weiss)
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JIFLA NAMES GLADSTEIN 
MARKETING AND COMMUNITY 
ENGAGEMENT CO-CHAIR. Jeff 

Gladstein has 
joined the JIFLA 
Board and will 
co-chair the 
Marketing and 
C o m m u n i t y 
E n g a g e m e n t 
Committee, along 
with Jay Kessler. 
Gladstein, a 
native Atlantan 
and entrepreneur, 
is CEO of 
Highlands Capital 

Advisors, LLC and CEO and CTO of 
Turnaround Atlanta, LLC, and a commercial 
and residential real estate investor and 
developer. He has chaired the scholarship 
committee of the camping initiative of the 
Atlanta Jewish Federation from its 2014 
inception through the 2017 camping season 
and served two terms on the URJ Camp 
Coleman Board. 

LOVENTHAL INDUCTED. Bill 
Loventhal, a longtime financial advisor with 
Northwestern Mutual, has been inducted 
into the Georgia State University Risk 
Management & Insurance Hall of Fame. He 
received a Riskie Award, which recognizes 
business executives who have demonstrated 
a career of high achievement and service 
to the insurance, risk management, or 
related industry, and whose achievements 
and service align with the vision of the 
Department of Risk Management and 
Insurance, in GSU’s J. Mack Robinson 
College of Business. Loventhal attended 
GSU as a Kemper Foundation Scholar, 
earning his bachelor’s degree in business 
administration, with a major in insurance, 
in 1969. 

Richard Phillips, dean of GSU’s 
J. Mack Robinson College of 
Business; David Buechner, director 
of the Georgia State University Risk 
Management Foundation; and Bill 
Loventhal with his Riskie Award

By Marsha Liebowitz

BRAND SELECTED AS AP READER. 
Mrs. Catherine Brand, of the Atlanta Jewish 
Academy, participated in the College 

Board’s Annual 
AP Reading in 
AP Biology. 
Each June, AP 
teachers and 
college faculty 
members from 
around the world 
gather in the U.S. 
to evaluate and 
score the free-
response sections 
of the AP Exams. 
AP Readers are 

high school and college educators, who 
represent many of the world’s leading 
academic institutions. The AP Reading 
is a unique forum, in which an academic 
dialogue between educators is both fostered 
and encouraged. 

FRANK AT JFF. Jewish Fertility Foundation 
has hired former Board President Elana 
Bekerman Frank as the organization’s 
executive director. JFF has already offered 
four grants to local couples to support 
fertility treatments, emotionally supported 

 BUSINESS BITS
more than 150 individuals experiencing 
infertility, and trained more than 150 local 
Jewish communal leaders in infertility 

sensitivity. JFF 
rents office space 
at Claiborne| 
F o x | B r a d l e y , 
LLC, a compre-
hensive adoption 
and assisted 
r e p r o d u c t i v e 
t e c h n o l o g i e s 
law firm, in 
Buckhead. In this 
space and with 
its new executive 
director, JFF 

continues to provide financial assistance, 
educational awareness, and emotional 
support to Atlanta Jewish families who have 
medical fertility challenges.

PADILLA-GOODMAN AT ADL. Allison 
Padilla-Goodman, ADL’s South Central 
regional director, will become Southeast 
regional director, in mid-August. The 
Atlanta-based Southeast region encompasses 
Alabama, Georgia, South Carolina, and 
Tennessee. Padilla-Goodman led the 
Greater New Orleans Civil Rights Working 
Group, trained local law enforcement on 

responding to hate crimes and extremism, 
and spearheaded advocacy efforts for 

l e g i s l a t i o n 
s u p p o r t i n g 
LGBT rights, 
immigrant rights, 
and religious 
freedom in 
L o u i s i a n a , 
M i s s i s s i p p i , 
and Arkansas. 
P a d i l l a -
G o o d m a n 
received a B.A. 
from Middlebury 
College; an 
M.A. in Latin 

American studies from Tulane University; 
and a PhD and M.A. in sociology from 
the City University of New York Graduate 
Center.

GREENFIELD AT CAPSTONE. Scott 
Greenfield has been appointed managing 
partner at Capstone Financial. Greenfield 

has been brought 
into the firm to 
help manage its 
strategic growth 
plans and succeed 
Chuck McCray, 
who will retire 
in January 2019. 
He has 23 years 
of experience, 
working for 
firms such as 
M a s s M u t u a l , 
P r u d e n t i a l 

Securities, Morgan Stanley, and 
MetLife. Most recently, he led his New 
York City-based Lenox Advisor team 
to achieve national recognition for its 
accomplishments. Greenfield also hopes to 
work with community leaders to promote 
autism awareness through his charity, Go 
Long For Luke, recently featured in Sports 
Illustrated Kids. 

WOOLFSON IS NEW TREASURER OF 
JIFLA. Mrs. Lori Woolfson is the new 
treasurer of Jewish Interest Free Loan of 

Atlanta, where 
she will have 
r e spons ib i l i t y 
for financial 
m a n a g e m e n t ,  
record keeping, 
and reporting. 
Mrs. Woolfson 
has a masters 
of accounting 
degree from the 
University of 
Texas, Austin, 
and has many 

years of experience in accounting, auditing, 
operational efficiency, consulting, and 
management. She has worked for Arthur 
Andersen, LLP, and The Coca-Cola 
Company. Currently, she is treasurer of the 
Parent Teacher Organization at the Epstein 
School. She also does property management 
and consulting at Woolfson Eye Institute.

Catherine Brand

Elana Bekerman 
Frank

Scott Greenfield

Lori Woolfson

Jeff Gladstein
Allison Padilla-

Goodman
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By Erin O’Shinskey

JNF ANNUAL JACK HIRSCH 
MEMORIAL BREAKFAST. The Jewish 
National Fund Atlanta’s 14th Annual Jack 
Hirsch Memorial Breakfast was held on 
Israel Independence Day, May 2, at The 
Westin Hotel, Atlanta Perimeter North. 
Former Major League Baseball player Ron 

 Recently, Torah Day School of 
Atlanta (TDSA) hosted key supporters, 
including endowment donors, past 
presidents, founders, and board members, 
at its Inaugural Endowment Dinner, to 
celebrate the achievements of the TDSA 
Generations Endowment Program. Amid 
tables enhanced by the artwork of creative 
students, the guests gathered to be inspired 
and encouraged to secure the future of the 
32-year-old school.
 In attendance were six past TDSA 
Board of Trustees presidents, including 
Founding President Dr. Henry Falk. Also 
present were some of the school’s founding 
parents, who have dedicated themselves to 
the growth and sustainability of TDSA with 
their generous donations to the Endowment 
and Legacy Campaign. 
 Mrs. Marcy Kalnitz, TDSA’s director 
of finance and development, presented 
the program, following an introduction by 
Board President Rabbi Menachem Deutsch. 
Rabbi Deutsch stressed that TDSA is 
truly a cornerstone of the Atlanta Jewish 
community, and, without it, the community 
would look very different. Its mere existence 
made it possible for his family (and many 
others) to move to Atlanta. 
 In his D’var Torah, Acting Head of 
School Rabbi Elimelech Gottlieb offered 
the vision of a man who planted a tree and 
fell asleep, waking 70 years later to see his 
grandson harvesting the fruit. What was his 
advice? Continue to dream big and plan 
for the future, as long as you don’t sleep 

through the process.
 Graduating eighth-grader Avigayil 
Landman spoke about the intense pride and 
appreciation she and her classmates feel for 
the school, its teachers, and the foundations 
they have built. “At Torah Day School, I 
have seen so many teachers take the time 
and effort to connect with every student,” 
said Avigayil. After sharing that the students 
at TDSA see learning Torah as a joy, she 
added, “By learning Torah for so many hours 
every day, the lessons, values, and even the 
tests don’t weigh me down, but rather I feel 
inspired by them.” Nearly 100% of TDSA 
graduates enroll in Jewish high schools, and 
most continue Jewish education during their 
college years and beyond.
 Mrs. Kalnitz noted that TDSA was one 
of seven schools selected to participate in 
the Prizmah Center for Jewish Day Schools’ 
Generations, in the fall of 2015. This national 

endowment program promotes stability 
and allows innovation in programming, 
facilities and professional development, 
and educational opportunities for students. 
The program, costs of which are covered 
by a legacy gift to the school, includes 
establishment of an Endowment Committee, 
ongoing training with a professional coach, 
three annual Educational Leadership 
Institute conferences, and the creation of 
educational giving opportunities for TDSA’s 
constituencies. 
 TDSA’s Generations coach, Mrs. 
Davida Isaacson, who has been working 
with the lay leadership for almost two years, 
lauded the school for making it a priority 
to secure the future of Jewish education. 
Mrs. Isaacson, president of Davida Isaacson 
Consulting, brings more than 20 years of 
expertise in planned giving and endowment.
 As dinner was served, Endowment 

Committee Chair Mrs. Pesha Izenberg 
challenged attendees to engage in 
Jeffersonian Dinner conversation, asking 
each table to hold a single discussion about 
two questions: To what do you attribute your 
personal passion for Jewish day school? 
What would your dream be for TDSA if 
money were no object? “The discussions 
were lively and purposeful, and it was 
amazing to see all of the guests getting to 
know one another in focused dialogue,” one 
guest commented.
 Mrs. Kalnitz and Mrs. Izenberg were 
honored to present current endowment 
donors with personal gifts of appreciation, 
as they outlined goals for the Generations 
project. The 12-member Endowment 
Committee, consisting of Board members 
and current and past parents, announced 
that, to date, TDSA had raised $728,000 
in legacy and cash endowment gifts so far 
in the campaign. The May 2018 three-year 
Generations Campaign Goal is $1.4 million, 
representing $4,000 x 350 students (TDSA’s 
enrollment). 
 Torah Day School seeks to shape the 
goals of its students in a way that, no matter 
their future careers, the central focus of 
their lives will be love of G-d, the Torah, 
and observant Jewish living. TDSA hopes 
to change the culture of endowment and 
legacy giving, so that the gifts that donors 
are giving today can benefit the students in 
perpetuity.
 To be a part of the TDSA endowment 
initiative to Secure Tomorrow Today, contact 
Marcy Kalnitz, at mkalnitz@torahday.org.

TDSA inaugural endowment dinner
Mrs. Pesha 
Izenberg, Mrs. 
Marcy Kalnitz, 
Mrs. Gail Ripans 
holding a token of 
appreciation for her 
endowment gift, 
and Rabbi Elchanan 
Schulgasser

 MISH  MASH
“Boomer” Blomberg received the Cantor 
Isaac and Betty Goodfriend Community 
Service Award. JNF CEO Russell F. 
Robinson was the guest speaker. Breakfast 
committee members were Seth Bernstein, 
Michael Cory, Dorian Denburg, Michael 
Jacobson, Sharon Levison, Barbara Lincoln, 
Alan Lubel, Andy Siegel, and Howard 
Wexler.

JKG ADDS NEW LOCATION. Jewish 
Kids Groups (JKG), Atlanta’s independent 
Sunday and Hebrew school, is opening 
its fifth location, at 11675 Haynes Bridge 
Road, in Alpharetta. JKG Sunday will run 
August 27-May 6, 9:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m. For 
the 2017-18 academic year, the Alpharetta 
location will serve preschoolers-second 
graders, with expanded grade levels the 
following year. Annual tuition is $1,325 per 
student. At JKG’s after-school program in 
Morningside, students can attend from one 
to five days per week, 2:30 p.m.-6:00 p.m. 
To learn more about Jewish Kids Groups or 
to schedule a trial day at any location, visit 
www.jewishkidsgroups.com or call 404-
850-0681.

Russell Robinson and Ron Blomberg 
(photo: Jon Marks Photography) 

Having fun at JKG Sunday

Eyal and Atlanta Jewish National 
Fund Board Member Aviva 
Postelnik with Alisa Bodner, 
LOTEM liaison to JNF. The 
Postelniks are the major funders 
of the Atlanta Forest at LOTEM, 
which honors the connection 
between Atlantans and people of 
the Yokneam–Meggido Region. 
The Atlanta Forest provides an 
expanded program area for the 
people with special needs whom 
LOTEM serves, as well as a place 
visiting Atlantans can plant trees. 
The Helen Marie Stern Memorial 
Fund of Atlanta also provided 
generous funding for the project.

WE STAND

WITH ISRAEL
A
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Light Summer Recipes
Kosher Affairs Recipes continued from page 31

Smoked Mozzarella Salad
A very popular KosherEye signature recipe

8 ounces smoked mozzarella cheese, cut 
into small chunks
Parmesan cheese, grated
1 pound package gemelli pasta, cooked and 
drained
Fresh spinach, chopped or torn into small 
pieces
Red bell pepper, fresh or roasted, chopped
Fresh basil, a few sprigs, chopped
Optional: grape tomatoes, sun-dried 
tomatoes, black olives

Dressing:
3/4 cup mayonnaise
1/4 cup red wine vinegar
1 tablespoon minced garlic
2 cups fresh parsley
2 cups diced red onion
1/4 cup sour cream
1 1/2 teaspoons black pepper
1 teaspoon fresh lemon juice
1 tablespoon honey
1/8 teaspoon Tabasco
Pinch kosher salt

 Mix salad dressing ingredients. Toss 
with salad ingredients. Serve chilled or—to 
savor the full flavor of the cheese—at room 
temperature.

-----

Asian Inspired Grilled Salmon

Serves about 4 -5

2 lbs. salmon fillet
1/2 teaspoon of garlic powder or 1 clove 
minced garlic
1/3 cup low-sodium soy sauce
1/3 cup brown sugar
1/4 cup vegetable oil or olive oil

 To make marinade, combine soy 
sauce, sugar, garlic, and oil. Marinate 
salmon in refrigerator for 2-3 hours.
 Preheat grill to medium. Place salmon 
on grill, and cook about 5 minutes per side.
 Serve warm or at room temperature. 
Excellent over rice and with a side of Asian 
style coleslaw.

-----

Back at the Ranch Faux Crab Salad

This simple appetizer salad is a staple at the 
Scher table.

Serves about 6-8 as an appetizer or side 
dish

1/2 lb. linguine pasta, cooked and drained
1 scallion, chopped

½-1 lb. faux kosher crab
1 lemon, juiced
1 cucumber, chopped
4 tablespoons mayonnaise
2 teaspoons fresh dill, chopped
1 teaspoon fresh parsley, chopped
Dairy milk, pasta water, or soy milk to thin
Ranch dressing mix such as Lipton/Gefen 
(parve) or Simply Organic (dairy)

 Mix first nine ingredients, add dry 
dressing mix, and combine well.
 Serve chilled or at room temperature. 
If dressing is too thick, thin with additional 
milk.

-----

Roast Chicken with Sumac, 
Za’atar, and Lemon

Recipe courtesy of Sandra Bank, Added 
Touch Catering, and served at the May 
Kosher Club Dinner

This is a simplified version of the traditional 
Palestinian dish m’sakhan, chicken spiced 
with sumac and then oven-roasted over 
bread. Sumac and za’atar, which we love and 
use so much, are combined here with fresh 
lemon to give the chicken a powerful sharp 
kick. It works fantastically well and is almost 
addictive.
 
1 large organic or free-range chicken, divided 
into quarters: breast and wing, leg and thigh
2 red onions, thinly sliced
2 garlic cloves, crushed
4 tablespoons olive oil, plus extra for 
drizzling
1 1/2 teaspoon ground allspice
1 teaspoon ground cinnamon
1 tablespoon sumac 
1 lemon, thinly sliced
7 ounces chicken stock or water
1 1/2 teaspoons salt
1 teaspoon freshly ground black pepper
2 tablespoons za’atar (a Middle Eastern blend 
of dried thyme, spearmint, toasted sesame 
seed, and sumac)
¼ cup margarine
¼ cup pine nuts
4 tablespoons chopped flat-leaf parsley

 Place the chicken, garlic, spices, olive 
oil, onions, stock, lemon, salt, and pepper 
in a large bowl and mix. Marinate in the 
refrigerator overnight or for at least four 
hours.
 Preheat the oven to 375 degrees. Place 
the chicken and the marinade in a large 
baking tray. Allow the chicken pieces to 
lie flat and be approximately an inch apart. 
Roast until cooked through, approximately 
30-45 minutes.
 While the chicken is roasting, melt the 
margarine in a small frying pan, add the 
pine nuts and a pinch of salt, and cook over 

medium heat, stirring constantly, until they 
turn golden. Drain on a plate lined with a 
paper towel.
 When the chicken is done, transfer it with 
the onions to a serving plate and garnish with 
the chopped parsley, pine nuts, and a drizzle of 
olive oil. Sprinkle on more za’atar and sumac 
to taste.

TIP: The lemon slices are best removed after 
being roasted. 

-----

Eggplant with Tahini and Pomegranate
Recipe courtesy of Sandra Bank, Added Touch 
Catering and served at the May Kosher Club 
Dinner

 This dish couldn’t be easier to make. Cut 
eggplants in rounds, then cut a light crosshatch 
into the flesh, and brush it with as much olive 
oil as it will hold. Bake at 400 degrees for 
about 25 minutes, until the eggplant is tender 
all the way through, and then cool. 
 Just before serving, whisk together equal 
amounts of parve cream cheese and tahini 
with a smashed garlic clove and a little olive 
oil. Spoon generously over the eggplant, then 
sprinkle on some za’atar and pomegranate 
seeds. Simply amazing.

-----

No-Bake Tiramisu

This is an easy parve or dairy tiramisu. 

2 cups heavy cream 
2 teaspoons vanilla 
4 teaspoons powdered sugar
1 cup room temperature mascarpone or cream 
cheese
2 teaspoons rum, amaretto, or brandy 
(optional)
1/2 cup prepared espresso or strong coffee, 

brought to room temperature (You can 
sweeten the coffee with sugar if you wish.)
Approximately 20 ladyfingers
Cocoa powder, for garnish

 Whip cream with vanilla and sugar 
until firm peaks form; add spirits if using. 
(Do not over-whip, or you will have butter.) 
Add mascarpone or cream cheese.
 Use a 9” pie pan or 8” x 8” dish. To 
layer ingredients, dip ladyfingers, one by 
one, quickly into coffee (do not soak), 
and then place in dish. When first layer is 
complete, cover with 1/2 of whipped cream 
mixture. Repeat for second layer.
 When ready to serve sprinkle on some 
cocoa powder.
 For parve version, substitute 2 cups 
Rich Whip, whipped, and soy based parve 
cream cheese, such as Tofutti brand.

-----

Peachy Upside-Down Peach Cake

If you can’t find fresh peaches this summer, 
frozen peaches will work in this easy, 
moist, and fruity cake.

Serves approximately 8

3/4 cup butter or parve margarine, softened 
and divided
1/2 cup packed brown sugar
2 cups sliced, peeled fresh peaches or 
defrosted frozen peaches, drained
3/4 cup granulated sugar
1 egg
1 teaspoon vanilla or almond extract
1 teaspoon bourbon (optional)
1 1/4 cups all-purpose flour
1 1/4 teaspoons baking powder
1/4 teaspoon salt
1/2 cup dairy milk or parve almond or 
coconut milk

 Melt 1/4 cup butter or margarine; pour 
into an ungreased 9” round baking pan or 
two small loaf pans. Sprinkle bottom of 
pan(s) with brown sugar. Arrange peach 
slices in single layer over sugar.
 In a large bowl, cream sugar and 
remaining butter or margarine until 
light and fluffy. Beat in egg and vanilla. 
Combine the flour, baking powder, and 
salt; add to creamed mixture alternately 
with milk, beating well after each addition. 
Spoon batter over peaches.
 Bake at 350 degrees for 35-45 minutes 
or until a toothpick inserted near the center 
comes out clean. Cool for 10 minutes, then 
invert onto a serving plate. Serve warm. 
 TIP: To peel peaches easily, with a 
sharp knife, cut an X into the stem end. 
Place peaches in boiling water for about 
30 seconds. Cool until you can handle the 
fruit, and peel.
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Home care 
where the heart is 

Personal Care   Companion Care   Skilled Nursing

11 Dunwoody Park
Suite 140

Dunwoody, Ga. 30338
770-551-9533

completecareatlanta.com

MSN, CNP - Owner and Nurse Practitioner

Serving Metro Atlanta Since 2006

Call us for a 
FREE consultation

with a registered 
nurseTITANIUM

DENTAL IMPLANTS AND PERIODONTICS

888.414.6752 • TitaniumDental.net
3796 Satellite Blvd, Ste 101 • Duluth, GA 30096

Dental implants are the ideal replacement for lost teeth as they look and function 
just like a natural tooth. A dental implant procedure starts with a titanium implant 
screw being embedded into the bone of the previous tooth site. Call or visit online 
to find out how we can help with your perfect smile.

Something missing
from your smile?

New Patients Only. Must Bring in Ad. Expires 9/15/17

ONE DENTAL 
IMPLANT $1,995 
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TOWERWINESPIRITS.COM

Visit our Piedmont Road 
Location for our 

I-85 Reopening 
Celebration Sale!

WHERE ATLANTA 
SAYS CHEERS!

No more 
credit card fees! 

Now, everyone pays 
our discounted 

cash price!


